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Vic Van Schaik
Indiana Conference President

I N D I A N A  C A M P  M E E T I N G

IGNITE INDIANA GC
REACHING HEARTS

O

This is not just any camp 
meeting... We believe something 

extraordinary is going to happen 
through the power of God!

ur camp meeting theme has been chosen 
for a special purpose.  As you may already 

be aware, we have the unique privilege of hosting 
the 61st General Conference Session (GC2020) in 
downtown Indianapolis during the summer of 
2020.  Seeing this as an opportunity for our field, 
we have been prayerfully and intentionally laying 
out a two-year evangelism strategy that leads us 
to the GC session and beyond.  Over the next 15 
months we have planned several rallies, trainings, 
and seed-sowing events to encourage members 
to be engaged in reaching their communities with 
the love of Jesus.  In the spring of 2020 reaping 
meetings will take place in multiple locations 
throughout the city of Indianapolis and across 
the state of Indiana.  Ignite Indiana is probably the 
largest evangelistic focus that our conference has 
ever seen.   We believe something extraordinary is 
going to happen through the power of God.  Just 
as we are seeing the hand of God moving around 
the world, we believe He is doing the same for 
our own cities, neighborhoods, and homes.   My 
brothers and sisters, our God is on the move in 
Indiana as well!     

This is not just any camp meeting.  Our time together 
in June will be the last camp meeting that we will 
have before GC2020, which is why it is important for 
you and me to be on the campus of Indiana Academy 
this summer.  Something special is going to happen 
when we unite together seeking the Lord through the 
study of God’s word and in prayer.   Not only will we 
be inspired by the dynamic speakers and the special 
prayer focus during the week, we will be trained on 
how to better reach our family, friends, and neighbors 
for Christ.  There will be opportunities for fellowship, 
singing, and hearing testimonies of what God is doing 
across our state and around the world.  At the same 
time, we will have children and youth activities planned 
all week long.  Camp meeting is always a rewarding 
experience as we reunite with old friends, and I believe 
this summer will even be more impactful as we focus 
on preparing for God’s harvest.

Don’t miss Indiana Camp Meeting 2019!  The application 
for camp meeting is inside this Conference Connection, 
and you can also register online at www.indysda.org. 
These meetings aren’t just designed to fill your already 
busy schedules.  They have been structured to “ignite” 
you and your family to focus on our mission once 
more.  Our priority is to prepare for Jesus’ soon return.  
Why not plan for your vacation to be at camp meeting 
this year.  Let us reach hearts for God’s 
kingdom in 2020 and beyond!
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here is an adage often heard from an early age that 
a person should “practice what they preach.”  In 
the schools of the Indiana Conference, it could be 
more accurately stated that we are empowering 

students to “practice what we teach.” Authentic application 
of taught concepts is a critical piece that is often missing in 
many educational environments. The Indiana Conference 
Department of Education and its Superintendent, Nicole 

Mattson, are committed to making sure application is not 
missing in our classrooms. To this end, in early February 

of 2019, all conference elementary 
teachers gathered on the campus 

“Every youth should be taught the necessity 
and the power of application. Upon this, far more 

than genius or talent, does success depend.”     
(E.G. White - Education p. 232)

“Whether in the home, the neighborhood, 
or the school, the presence of the poor, 

the afflicted, the ignorant, or the 
unfortunate should be regarded, not 

as a misfortune, but as affording 
precious opportunity for 

service.” (E.G. White – Advent 
Home p. 490)

Service-
learning is 

an approach 
to teaching and 
learning in which 

students use academic 
knowledge and skills 
to address genuine 

community 
needs.

T



Steve Baughman
Indiana Academy Principal

Facilitator for service-
learning training

of Indiana Academy to participate in a full-day’s training about how to incorporate service-learning in the 
classroom. This instruction built upon the call Superintendent Mattson issued last school year.  She asked 
teachers to engage students in their learning, to have them be active in their communities, and learn how 
to apply what they are being taught.

According to the National Youth Leadership Council (NYLC), “service-learning is an approach to teaching 
and learning in which students use academic knowledge and skills to address genuine community needs. 

For example; picking up trash on a river bank is service. Studying water samples under a microscope is 
learning. When science students collect and analyze water samples, document their results, and present 
findings to a local pollution control agency – that is service-learning.”

The service-learning training for the conference teachers was intended to be both informational and 
practical. Teachers were provided resources and engaged in discussion about what constitutes meaningful 
service, how to utilize the Seventh-day Adventist curriculum standards to develop service-learning 
teaching units, and how to more purposefully engage students in the total learning process. The day 
concluded with the teachers collaborating on service-learning units they could take back to their schools 
and implement during the coming weeks.

While there is considerable data supporting service-learning as a valuable 
method to engage student learners, promote critical thinking, and 

develop civic engagement, perhaps the best testimony for the value of 
service-learning comes from scripture:     “The King will answer and say 

to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to even the 
least of them, you did it to Me.’” (Matthew 25:40). Service-learning, 

properly integrated into a vibrant classroom setting, allows 
teachers and students to collaborate in a way that develops 

genuine partnerships with and in their community. As the 
Indiana Conference focuses on the Ignite Indiana initiative in 
preparation for the General Conference in 2020, it is exciting 
to know that our conference teachers are doing their part to 

equip students with the tools and knowledge they need to be 
difference-making missionaries in their communities as well.

SERVICE LEARNING
I N  O U R  A D V E N T I S T  S C H O O L S



Timber Ridge Camp
is warming, and we are a short time away from 

our summer season at Timber Ridge Camp!  

Here is a list of reasons (there are more...but there are too many 
to list) why a week at camp is a good choice for you this summer:

Banana Boat
High Dive
Low Dive
The Rope Swing into the lake
Swimming (Lessons as well!)
Canoeing
Archery
Indian Village-Visit with our 
very own Chief Red Cloud
Fort Building
Fishing
Petting Zoo
Nature Center
Ceramics
Rockets
Crafts
Mountain Biking

Zip Line
Rock Wall
Paintball
Horses! Trail rides and Equestrian 
Classes 
Camp Game (Capture the 
Chicken)
Camp Store  (Great Camp Gear!)
Learn to Sail!
Evening Campfire with praise 
songs, stories and a nightly drama
A very happy Sabbath experience!
Great counselors who love Jesus 
and campers
Friday night dedication service 
(you won’t want to miss this!)
Old Friends
New Friends

The Weather

Timber Ridge Camp



Timber Ridge Camp

SUMMER
2019

The most important part of camp is Jesus! We work hard to make sure our staff love Jesus, love 
our church, and love being Christian role models for our campers. All our worships, campfires, and 
especially Sabbaths are opportunities to show campers the joys of serving our risen Savior Jesus. At 
the end of the week, our goal is to send campers home who have decided to follow Jesus for the rest 
of their lives.  We want our campers to come home singing songs and telling stories about Jesus.

Charlie
 Thompson, Youth Director

National Camps for the 
Blind    (Ages: 9-65)

Single Moms’ Camp (single 
moms & kids)

Cub Camp (Ages 7-10)

Junior Camp (Ages 10-13)

Tween Camp (Ages 13-15

Teen Camp (Ages 15-17)

Family Camp (All ages!)

Camp is for everyone! 
We have camps for 

every age this summer:

June 16-23

June 20-23

June 23-30

June 30-July 7

July 7-14

July 14-21

July 21-28

Register online:  www.trcamp.org

DISCOUNTS: 
International Pathfinder 

Camporee Discount 
--Bring proof of 

registration (A letter 
from your Pathfinder 
leader or photocopy 

of your ticket) to 
TRC registration and 
receive $15.00 camp 

store voucher. This is a nonrefundable/transferable 
voucher.  If you don’t spend this money in the store, 
you cannot receive it in cash at the end of the week. 
Sibling Discount: $5.00 per sibling when more than 

one sibling registers for camp (no matter what week 
they attend). Early Bird Discount: $10.00 Paid in Full 

1 month in advance of your week of camp.

Timber Ridge Camp
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BE A PART OF 
THE ACTION!

Robb Long
Evangelism Director

o you like to be where the action is?  
If so, imagine being at the flashpoint 
of an evangelistic firestorm that 
could spread through the North 

American Division!  In the next two years, Ignite 
Indiana could be that flashpoint, and here’s why.

Between now and the end of 2020, an explosive 
combination of people, programs, and events will 
come together in the Hoosier state.  Training events, 
Bible studies, small group gatherings, compassion 
ministries, synchronized evangelistic meetings, 
medical missionary outreach, and even the General 
Conference session – all taking place within the 
borders of the Indiana Conference.  But here’s the 
question – “Will you be a part of the action?”

In coming weeks and months you will have many 
opportunities to help Ignite Indiana for Jesus. Since 
every church district is planning for an evangelistic 
meeting during April and May of 2020, you will 
have the opportunity to participate as a speaker, a 
greeter, an usher, a prayer coordinator, or in some 
other important role.  You’ll see precious souls 
come to Christ, while learning Bible truths, through 
your efforts and influence.  So when calls are made 
for evangelism volunteers, plan now to say with 

Isaiah, “Here I am, send me.”  Your pastor or local 
Ignite Indiana Coordinator will find a way for you to 
get involved in winning souls. 

With such emphasis on evangelistic meetings, we 
need to remember that evangelism is a process, 
not just an event.  Before the public meetings are 
held, there are other phases of the evangelism 
cycle where your involvement is critical for success.  
You’ll be hearing about plans for spiritual revival in 
your church, about training for outreach, and about 
ways to retain the harvest of souls that will come in.  
As each phase unfolds, personally commit to attend 
and participate. Get yourself revived, equipped, 
and involved in sharing Christ with others who 
desperately need Him.  Be a part of the action!

The Indiana Conference leadership is currently 
looking for “Ignition” churches that we can 
strategically partner with for growth - churches 
where there is a strong commitment to evangelism 
and a willingness to engage in an ongoing cycle of 
soul-winning - places where evangelism becomes 
a lifestyle of the church.   Pray that your church can 
be an “Ignition” church – a flashpoint that ignites 
Indiana for Jesus!

D



February 22 – State-wide 
Evangelism Rally                                                                                 
John Bradshaw, IIW – Anglo 
Rally 
Robert Costa, IIW – Spanish 
Rally 

April 18 – 25
Robert Costa IIW - Indy 
Central Hispanic Church

April 8 – May 9
NADEI Field Schools for 
Evangelism

April 10 - May 9
Evangelistic Meetings - NADEI 
Ignition Churches

April 17 – May 16
Evangelistic Meetings - IIW 
Ignition Churches

June 12-20
Evangelistic Meetings - Elder 
Ted Wilson, GC

June 13 – 20 
Caravan of Evangelism – 
Alejandro Bullón - Hispanic 
Ignition Churches

June 21 – 24
GC Ministerium - Lexington, 
Kentucky

June 25 – July 4
61st General Conference 
Session - Indianapolis, Indiana 

Mid-July 
Evangelistic Meetings – 
Carlton Byrd (Breath of Life)

*Your Best Pathways to Health 
will be scheduled in the 
spring of 2020

2020 
EVANGELISM 
SCHEDULE:

April 10-13, 2019

The Indiana Conference is excited to promote this 
very special training with Yves Monnier and the It Is 
Written team. “Practical Evangelism - A Life Changing 
Journey” is an open invitation for every member in our 
conference. This training is essential as we anticipate a 
big harvest in 2020.

The It Is Written team recently trained in Melbourne, 
Australia, where they, in one day, went door-to-door 
receiving 81 invitations to begin Bible studies. They 
are currently training in French Polynesia. So far, the 
results are 102 open doors with many more to come.

God is working in a wonderful way in the state of 
Indiana. The field is ripe and we need committed, 
dedicated workers willing to go out and find all the 
precious souls looking for something better in life. We 
have that “something better” and it is the Word of God. 
Now we need to learn to share it with others.

To make a reservation, please call the conference office 
at 317.844.6201.

at Timber Ridge Camp

__________ 
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NEWS
by Colleen Kelly
Communications and Marketing Specialist

NOMA MPOFU JOINS THE TREASURY 
DEPARTMENT 

PASTORAL APPOINTMENTS: 

Indiana Conference 
welcomes Noma 
Mpofu as Assistant 
Treasurer in 
the treasury 
d e p a r t m e n t . 
Having worked for 
the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church in 
various capacities 

since 2009, Noma most recently served as 
Business Manager at Indianapolis Junior Academy 
in Indianapolis.   She holds a B.B.A. degree in 
accounting from Solusi Adventist University in 
Zimbabwe. Noma replaces Kyla St. Hilaire-Spooner, 
who has accepted a position in the treasury 
department of the Lake Region Conference.

 ∞ Pastor Jose Medina and wife Lauren are serving at 
Brownsburg and Chapel West.

 ∞ Pastor Richard Norris and his wife Coylean have moved 
from Evansville to serve the Knox, Plymouth, Rochester, and 
Warsaw churches.  He continues as the Conference Disaster 
Response Coordinator.

 ∞ Pastor Luis Rivas and his wife Veronica have moved to Fort 
Wayne to pastor the Fort Wayne Hispanic, Marion, and Markle 
Chapel Hill churches. In addition, Pastor Rivas was recently 
named as the conference Family Life Ministries Coordinator.

 ∞ Pastor Fernando Pizarro and his wife Paola have moved 
from Evansville to Indianapolis to serve the Indianapolis 
North, Indianapolis Second, Anderson, and Ephesus Hispanic 
churches.  

 ∞ Pastor Jose Gonzales and his wife Ofelia have moved from 
Columbus to Evansville, where he will pastor the Evansville 
First, Huntingburg, and Tell City churches. 

FAREWELL SHERI
Fast facts about the year 1974:  Richard Nixon was 
the President of the United States, gasoline sold for 
55 cents per gallon, and 16 cents would buy a loaf of 
sliced bread. 
A particularly significant event for those of us in 
the Indiana Conference: Sheri DeWitt began her 
career as an administrative assistant in June of 1974 
while working in communications and the treasury 
department of the Carolina Conference.  Her service to 
the church continued later in the Arkansas-Louisiana 
Conference, where she worked at the Adventist Book 
Center near Shreveport, followed by three years at 
Adventist Health Systems in Orlando, in which she 
assisted in communications and eventually served as 
assistant to the president.  Sheri then returned to her 
home in Michigan to be near family, as her father was 

in declining health.  She continued to work in the field of 
administrative support to local businesses during this time.  
In 1994 Sheri joined the team here at the Indiana Conference 
office as executive administrative assistant to the president, 
serving faithfully alongside six presidents.  In addition, 
she has assisted in the secretariat, communications, and 
ministerial departments.  Her organizational skills and 
knowledge of the various functions of our conference 
have been at the very heartbeat of the Lord’s work here 
in Indiana.  With her retirement beginning at the end of 
January, she is greatly missed in the office and by many 
throughout our conference.  
When asked to reflect on her years in Indiana, Sheri stated: 
“When I arrived here for this position, it never occurred to 
me that I’d still be here 25 years later. I value the relationships 
I have formed with people from all over the conference, 
and have enjoyed the diversity of responsibilities that this 
job provided for me.”
Sheri plans to remain in Noblesville and looks forward to 
a more relaxed schedule, allowing for some travel and 
also more time to enjoy friendships and her precious dog, 
Matty.

Beth Bartlett has 
assumed the role of 

executive administrative 
assistant to the 

president.
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by Victor Jaeger
Associate Ministerial 
Director/Hispanic 
Ministries Director

HISPANIC 
NEWS

Sabbath School workshop  for 
Youth, Children, and Adults, 
February 10, 2019. 

Taller de Escuela Sab¢atica 
para Jóvenes, Niños, y Adultos, 
Febrero 10, 2019. 

OFICINA 
MINISTERIOS 
HISPANOS

CONNECTION 13

Lake Union Hispanic Coordinators’ Meeting in February.

Reunión de Coordinadores Hispanos de la Unión del Lago en Febrero.

State-wide hispanic monthly meeting 
February 7, for training and planning.

Reunión mensual February 7, a nivel 
de estado para entrenamiento y 
planeamiento. 



Consequently, total income exceeded expenses by more than $400,000.  
This operating gain increased the working capital (another name for 
“reserves”) of the conference so that its percentage of the required 
amount increased from 150% in 2017 to 160% in 2018.  North American 
Division Working Policy requires that local conferences maintain at least 
100% of a stipulated amount of working capital.  At 160%, the Indiana 
Conference exceeds the policy requirement by a wide margin.  

It should also be noted that the Indiana Conference has no debt!  In 
short, the Indiana Conference is in a very strong financial position.  
Praise God for His blessings!

Please keep in mind, however, that 2018 was an exceptionally good year.  
Some years, particularly 2014 and 2015, were not financially good years.  
Low tithe and higher than expected operating expenses resulted in an 
operating loss of $865,000 over that two-year time period (see graph 
below).  So, while we rejoice when offerings are up and finances are 
strong, we must be somewhat cautious in not assuming that every year 
will be as good as 2018.

by Mark Eaton
Secretary/Treasurer

FINANCES 
IN REVIEW

2018

he Indiana Conference had an excellent financial year 
in 2018.  The chart below summarizes the increases in 
giving:

Tithe

Indiana Advance

World Budget

Sabbath School

$9,624,685

$177,936

$199,927

$111,532

$8,994,714

$167,283

$191,481

$99,003

$629,971

$10,653

$8,446

$12,529

7.0%

6.4%

4.4%

12.7%

2018 2017 INCREASE PERCENT

0
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The conference is responsible for the 
maintenance of Indiana Academy, 
Timber Ridge Camp, and the camp 
meeting campgrounds.  These facilities 
need constant maintenance and even 
renovation in order to keep them in 
good working order.  In addition, the 
conference started a new school in 
Evansville, and renovated the Greenfield 
church for use by Zomi church members.  
To the right is a chart showing the capital 
improvement the conference has made 
for the past two years:

Adventist Media at Work

Timber Ridge Camp

Camp Meeting Campground

New School - Evansville

IA Dorm Renovations

Reopen Greenfield Church

TOTAL

$131,522

$176,178

$20,383

$75,036

$403,119

$275,849

$207,935

$1,350

$224,141

$5,734

$715,009

2018 2017

Thanks to each of you for your support of God’s work in Indiana.  We have a great opportunity in 2020 
to blanket the state with the Three Angels’ Messages.  This initiative is called Ignite Indiana.  The Indiana 
Conference has been partnering with It Is Written, North American Division Evangelism Institute, and yes, 
the General Conference itself, to alert the people of Indiana to the soon coming of Jesus.  Please pray for 
the success of this major evangelistic initiative.

}
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Financial Report

Church/School Building Subsidy: 6.7%
Youth Camp:  15% 
Church Ministries: 13.3%

Elementary Education:  35%
Evangelism: 20%
Indiana Academy:  10%

INDIANA ADVANCE:  Each dollar received as Indiana 
Advance is used in Indiana and is distributed as follows:

Sabbaths
YTD Gross
Tithe Income
Indiana Advance

4
2019

$683,075.00
$12,365.00

4
2018

$646,503.96$ 
9,567.47

YTD JANUARY 2019

%Inc/Dec

5.7%
29.2%

IA Music Festival - IA

Sabbath Celebration - IA

A Life Changing Journey (It Is Written 
Training) - TRC

VIDA - GPS (Online evangelistic 
meetings for small groups)

Pathfinder Fair - IA

Indiana Academy Spring Concert - IA

Adventurer Family Weekend - TRC

IA Graduation Weekend - IA

Indiana Camp Meeting - IA

Hispanic Fellowship Day - Cicero

Teacher Commissioning Service - IA

National Camps for the Blind - TRC

Single Moms’ Camp - TRC

Cub Camp - TRC

Junior Camp - TRC

Hispanic Camp Meeting - TRC

4 - 6

6

10 - 13

13 - 20

3 - 4

11

17- 19

24 - 26

9 - 15

15

15

16 - 23

20 - 23

23 - 30

June 30 
- July 7

August 
23 - 25

April

May

June

EVENTSPlanned Giving & Trust Services

Adventist Book Center
Presenting God’s last warning message to a doomed 
world is the “highest, greatest work” ever given 
to human beings. The book entitled Evangelism 
is a comprehensive handbook that shows us how 
personal preparation of both head and heart 
empower the Christian to lead people to accept 
Christ and prepare for His soon return. Some topics 
included are medical evangelism, reaching special 
classes of people, working in the cities, personal 

witnessing, conducting public evangelistic campaigns, retaining new 
converts, and presenting distinctive truths of our faith.

Jesus said, “Go and teach all nations.” His followers obeyed, and “returned 
with joy.”   Following the guiding principles and detail advice in this 
volume will give us the experience of joy in the work of soul winning.   

Evangelism is a hardcover volume, sale priced at just $14.99 (regular 
$19.99).

How long has it been since you looked at 
your estate plan documents?  You should 
review them at least every five years, if 
not sooner, to make sure they still reflect 
your wishes.  If you need to update 
them, please contact us at the Planned 
Giving & Trust Services office at 317-844-
6201 or trustservices@indysda.org.

For more information contact the Indiana 
Conference at 317.844.6201
www.indysda.org

To subscribe to Hoosier Happenings 
e-newsletter, send a request to 
HoosierHappenings@indysda.org

To subscribe to Ed Impact Indiana 
e-newsletter, send a request to 
Education@indysda.org

mailto:trustservices@indysda.org
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