


Merry Christmas!
The Indiana Conference office family sends you Christmas 
greetings and wishes you a heartfelt celebration of our dear Lord’s 
birth with your family and friends this holiday season.
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Hope for Life TV broadens its coverage with a return to WHMB Channel 40.1. Distributed on cable channels 
statewide and reaching a potential 1.5 million viewers, the broadcast airs on Tuesdays, 9:00-9:30 p.m., Fridays, 
7:30-8:00 a.m., and Saturdays, 8:00-8:30 p.m. You can watch online at www.hfl.tv and on Comcast channel 1040. 

Lifestyle Magazine, a television talk show for mind, body, and soul, continues to air in Indianapolis and cable 
channels in Indiana on Sunday mornings at 6:00 a.m.

WYLJ, 107.5 FM, radio station in Terre Haute, continues to broadcast 3ABN programming along with Indiana 
Conference Hope for the Heartland series.  Podcasts are listed under Media on the conference website:                     
www.indysda.org.

Adventist Media at Work



How 
Do You 

Neighbor?
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I N D I A N A

Kathy Griffin
Ignite Indiana Project Manager

It’s easy to love those in our lives that are closest to us. 
It isn’t difficult to nurture feelings of affection for our 
children, parents, grandchildren, family members, 
and close friends. In Matthew 22:37-40 Jesus gives 
us the greatest commandment of all, and that is to 
love our neighbors as ourselves.

Neighbors – the people that we see coming and 
going on a regular basis -- the people that we may 
wave at from time to time -- the people with whom 
we might be on a first-name basis (or not) -- the 
people that we more than likely keep at arms-length. 
Think about your neighbors right now. Conjuring a 
mental picture, are they people that evoke warm 
feelings? Would they also have warm feelings about 
you? Are they aware that you are a Seventh-day 
Adventist Christian? 

In a typical neighborhood most people are friendly. 
But casual friendliness doesn’t win souls. In fact, 
in order to truly love someone, you need to get to 
know them well.  I’m not suggesting that we view 
our neighbors as targets for evangelism, but rather 
that we picture them as people with whom we could 
enjoy building a sincere friendship. As Adventist 
Christians we aren’t in the business of “selling” our 
brand of religion. Instead, we obey the command to 
love our neighbors - period. This shouldn’t be hard, 
right? I recently read a book, The Art of Neighboring, 

in which authors Pathak and Runyon crafted 
a very profound statement: “We don’t love 
our neighbors to convert them, we love them 
because we are converted.” Remember the 
day when neighbors would borrow recipe 
ingredients if they were short on supplies? Or, 
they would pop over for an afternoon cup of tea 
just to chat? I remember visiting our neighbor 
with my mother as a young girl, loving the 
exchange of garden vegetables. These things 
take time. Nurturing takes time. Relationship 
building takes thoughtful intentions. 

Reaching out was the most natural inclination 
for Jesus who was a neighbor on planet earth 
for 33 years. Because of His love, people flocked 
to be near Him. He had compassion for people 
and provided for their felt needs, and they 
sought after Him. Reflecting God’s character 
doesn’t mean that you have to possess the most 
winning personality or be the most competent 
host. Pray that God will help you build the kind 
of relationship with your neighbors that will 
naturally lead to social events or discussions, 
placing you in the right position to witness. 
Partnering with God is amazing. He will use 
you to develop great relationships. 

I have had the privilege of being neighbors with 
many wonderful people over the years. Luckily 
for me these relationships have been easy and 
quite enjoyable.  A couple of years ago this 
journey took a turn with some new neighbors, 
catching me off guard. Determination took 
over. “These people ARE going to like us,” I 
thought. And I’m glad to say that they do, but 
it was a slower process, and I’m learning to be a 
better neighbor. 

Do we have what it takes to clear the calendar 
a bit in order to further develop relationships 
with our neighbors? Every effort we make adds 
up. Cookie baking, dog watching, grass cutting, 
etc. is a great place to start. Watch how God 
will keep the opportunities coming. Before 
you know it, you will have friendships that will 
evolve into an evangelism encounter. Making 
a commitment to love your neighbors is a win-
win. After all, they are right next door. 



We are happy to welcome Jack Phillips, It Is 
Written Bible Worker, into our Central Indiana 
Conference Family. Jack and his wife, Crystal, 

and daughter, Layla, will be with us for the next 
two years as Jack trains our lay members to be 
Bible workers in the central region. His passion 

is visiting, preaching, and training to further 
the gospel wherever he goes. 

When asked how Indiana members can get 
involved, he said, “It’s time to take our witness 

to the next level. In our trainings we will 
practice how to find interests and engage them 

in Bible Studies. We all have friends and family 
that need Jesus – so let’s get started! Commit 
yourselves to Ignite Indiana and God will use 

you in this great work!”

Jack Phillips

It is with grateful hearts that we welcome Pastor Robb 
Long and his family to the Indiana Conference. Pastor 
Long will be serving as Evangelism Director for our 
state as well as pastoring the Carmel Church district. 
The Longs are coming to us from the Iowa/Missouri 
Conference where Pastor Long recently served as 
the Evangelism Director and pastor of the St. Louis 
Central and Mid Rivers churches. Pastor Long’s passion 
is teaching and preaching God’s word. He also enjoys 
reading, traveling, hiking, biking, fitness training, and 
sports of all kinds.  

Pastor Long has been married to his partner in 
ministry, Chris, for 26 years. Chris enjoys developing 
prayer and health ministries and has a gift for building 
relationships. They have two children who are both 
attending Southern Adventist University. Abbey, 21, will 
finish a BS degree in nursing in the spring of 2020. Sara, 
19, also in nursing, will finish a BS in the spring of 2021. 

The Longs enjoy serving in ministry wherever God 
leads. Pastor Long said, “We are thrilled to come to 
Indiana and join the conference leaders, pastors, and 
members engaged in the bold and visionary Ignite 
Indiana evangelism initiative. We look forward to 
seeing lives changed and souls saved by the grace of 
God working through all of us united in mission. Let’s 
remember, the best is always ‘yet to come!’”

Robb Long
Welcome



I AM HOMEJoAnn Campbell

When I was eight years old, I received my first copy of 
the Bible from the Methodist church. My parents sent 
us to church most Sundays though they only attended 
on holidays. I was eager to learn what the Bible taught. 
I was disappointed when there was no one to help me 
understand what I was reading.

Years passed, and I fell away from the church. Even 
though I never got into the Bible I kept it, believing it 
held God’s Word. I loved Him and continued to pray daily. 
I married in my mid- thirties and moved to a small town 
in Indiana. I had two children and wanted them to be 
raised knowing God’s Word and his purpose for our lives. 

It wasn’t until we moved to Indianapolis that I realized 
that I had to get serious about our family Bible education. 
I felt that church was only a social organization. Then 
one day a Jehovah’s Witness came to my door offering a 
free in-home Bible study. I was thrilled, and we began a 

weekly study where the children 
learned right along with me. 

That led to a thirteen-year 

association with the organization. I loved the 
evangelizing work and the many studies God blessed 
me with. I thoroughly enjoyed sharing the Bible 
truth, but then during the latter sessions I began to 
realize that the literature that the organization had 
us use in our studies did not always reflect what the 
Bible actually taught. I became disillusioned but did 
not lose my faith in God and His Word. I made the 
decision to disassociate from the organization and 
began attending many different churches.

For many years I have been drawn to Bible 
prophecy and have read everything I could on the 
subject. I received a flyer in the mail concerning a 
Revelation Seminar being held at the Holiday Inn 
in Martinsville. Being cautious I did a google search 
and found the first presentation by Pastor Eric 
Freking. I realized this was a Seventh-day Adventist 
organization and that I knew nothing about them. 
So I decided to attend.

That first evening the room was full of people, 
and I heard nothing but truth. Then after several 
sessions the meeting was moved to the Seventh-
day Adventist church.  The hospitality there was 
heartwarming and made me feel at home. My 
experience has been so enlightening, and I know 
God is here.

My family members are skeptical, but they see that 
glow and know when I am “home”.

The hospitality there was heart warming and 
made me feel at home. My experience has 
been so enlightening, and I know God is here.

Ongoing Stories of Changed Lives
IGNITE INDIANA
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September and October were busy months for Youth 
Ministry, Pathfinders, Adventurers, Sabbath School, 
and Secular Campus ministry.  To follow are some 
highlights of recent events.

On September 7-9 Timber Ridge Camp was filled 
with Adventurers and their families.  Our theme for 
the weekend was A Whale of a Tale, featuring the 
story of Jonah.  Our Indiana Conference Education 
Superintendent, Nicole Mattson, was our featured 
speaker, and did an outstanding job of holding the 
attention of young and old alike. Over the weekend, 
the Adventurers participated in activities and field 
events, in spite of the cold, rainy conditions!

Nearly 400 Pathfinders descended on Timber Ridge 
Camp for a weekend of camping, praising God, making 
new friends, meeting old friends, field events, hearing 
the spoken word, and having fun.  The speaker for the 
weekend, held September 14 – 16, was our own Pastor 
Charlie Thompson.  

On September 21-23 thirty-eight riders came to 
Timber Ridge Camp for our annual Brown County 
Blowout.  The participants enjoyed a weekend of 
friends, mountain biking at Brown County State Park, 
and getting to know Jesus better.  Ray Stephenson 
was our speaker and God blessed his words!

January 25-27                Pathfinder Winter Campout at Timber Ridge Camp

February 2   Area Pathfinder Bible Achievement 

February 16    Young Adult Ministry planning session with Steve Case

February 22-23  Indiana Youth Rally with special speaker, Brianna Payne 

March 2-3   State Pathfinder Bible Experience, Cicero

March 8-10   Indiana Pathfinder Adventurer Training Institute at Timber Ridge Camp

March 15-16   Union Pathfinder Bible Experience, Chicago

Youth and Sabbath 
School Happenings

Charlie Thompson
Youth Director

An adult Sabbath School Workshop was held on 
Sabbath, October 6, at the Kokomo church, covering 
the vitally important topic of retaining and reclaiming 
young adults.  Kaleb Eisele was the speaker for the 
English sessions, with Pastor Nelson Silva providing 
the Spanish presentations. 

Timber Ridge Camp was the setting for the Secular 
Campus Ministry Retreat, held October 26 –28. The 
majority of our Adventist young adults are attending 
secular colleges and universities, and the purpose 
of this weekend was to inspire, train, and encourage 
these students to begin campus ministries at their 
respective schools.  Our speaker, Ron Pickell, is the 
North American Division Youth Ministry Volunteer 
Coordinator of Adventist Christian Fellowship.



is no doubt that we live in a troubled world.  Our society 
is filled with war, strife, violence, sickness, suffering, and death.  
Every day as we listen to the news we hear of another tragedy in 
which innocent lives are affected.  Just a few days ago I received 
a text from a friend who shared that his daughter-in-law was 
shot several times by a random gunman as she was driving 
home from work.  Fortunately, this young lady miraculously 
survived, but she is in for a long, hard recovery.  

The Greatest Gift

There

If we stop and think about the world in which we live, we can easily become discouraged.  Before 
we get too down, we need to hold on to the promise of Jesus when He said, “Let not your heart be 
troubled…I will come again and receive you unto Myself, that where I am there you will be also” (John 
14:1-3 NKJV).  Just before His death, Jesus promised His disciples that one day soon He will come back 
for them.  When He does, He will make all things right again.  There will be no more heartache, sickness, 
or suffering.  We will live and reign with Christ throughout eternity.  The promise of the Second Coming 
brings great hope for those of us living in a dark world.  

The reality is, if Christ had not come as a babe in a manger two thousand years ago, there would not 
be a second coming.  In other words, the first coming of Jesus becomes the foundational truth for the 
hope that is in us as an Advent people.  Matthew wrote these words in his gospel, “And she will bring 
forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins…and they 
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Vic Van Schaik
Indiana Conference President

“The greatest gift that God could bestow upon 
men was bestowed in the gift of his beloved 
Son…There was nothing held in reserve. No 
second probation will ever be provided. If the 
unspeakable gift of God does not lead man 
to repentance, there is nothing that will ever 
move his heart...The matchless depths of the 
Saviour’s love have been demonstrated; and if 
this manifestation of God’s love for the children 
of men does not prevail to draw men to Himself, 
there is nothing that ever will.” 

{ Signs of the Times, December 30, 1889, para. 6 }

shall call His name Immanuel, which is translated, ‘God with us’” (Matthew 1:21, 23).   To think that the 
eternal, omnipotent Son of God, the second member of the Godhead, the Creator of all things, would 
give up all of heaven and be born in lowly human flesh.  You talk about love and sacrifice!  Why would 
Jesus do all of this?  Matthew tells us that He was born into this world and dwelt among us for the sole 
purpose of dying for our sins.  Praise God for what Jesus has done for us!  You could not ask for a better, 
more perfect gift than His death on the cross of Cavalry.

What is amazing is that the gift is available for every one of us. All we have to do is receive it by faith.  
The Apostle Paul writes, “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it 
is the gift of God; not of works lest anyone should boast” (Eph 2:8-9, emphasis supplied).  With such an 
amazing gift, I wonder what we are doing with it?  Are we grabbing hold of it by faith or are we waiting 
for another opportune time to receive it?

As we celebrate the Christmas season, may we come to know 
the Babe of Bethlehem in a very personal way.  He came into 
the world for you and me - to save us from our sins!  By knowing 
Him, we have nothing to fear for the future.  His birth gives us 
peace and assurance while living in a world that is fast falling 
apart.   Jesus is our Savior and Friend.  The One who died for us 
years ago is the same One who promised to come back and take 
us home.  Alleluia.  Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 



What happens when you mix chemicals, kids, 
and energy?  Excitement!  And plenty of it.  On 
Sunday September 30, 2018, about 275 students 

from the Indiana Conference took part in an 
Education Fair on the Indiana Academy 

campus.  The subject of the fair this year 

God Created It All

was science, and “God created it all” was the theme 
for the day.  

Dr. Ryan Hayes, a chemistry professor from 
Andrews University, started the events off 

with sound, lights, and explosions.  The 
rest of the time was devoted to various 

topics – chemistry, physics, anatomy and 
physiology, and biology.  Indiana Academy 

students were waiting to teach the groups of 
elementary students that came to each station.  

Activities ranged from making smoke rings and catapults, 
to listening to singing glasses and making chemicals glow in the lab.  

At noon the students watched the Egg Drop in front of the gym.  A number 
of elementary students designed the egg containers ahead of time to test, 

and they enjoyed the results!  For biology, students had the opportunity 
to meet and touch live animals in the Silly Safari program.  

Many great scientific discoveries were made by men of faith.  It was 
their belief in the Bible that led them to scientific truths.  To know and 

understand the laws of science is to know and understand our Creator and 
His love for us.  The Education Fair was an opportunity for our young 

people to learn and grow in their understanding of the world God 
has made. It also gave our 

Indiana Academy students 
a wonderful opportunity 

to serve their greater 
Adventist education 

community!

EDUCATION 
FAIR

Art Miller
IA Science Teacher

Indiana Academy



Victor Jaeger
Associate Ministerial Director for Hispanic AffairsHISPANIC NEWS

Es mi deseo que Dios les bendiga ricamente hoy y 
siempre. Hace unas semanas atrás fui sorprendido con 
la elección de coordinador hispano de la Conferencia 
de Indiana. Mi último día como pastor de la iglesia 
americana de Fort Wayne First fue el 20 de octubre, 
donde Dios ha obrado maravillosamente. 

Ahora, mi familia y yo, iniciamos una nueva etapa en 
nuestra vida ministerial con el firme propósito de lograr 
en la hermandad un gran enriquecimiento espiritual y 
alcanzar grandes victorias en el Señor Jesucristo.

Siendo que la mayoría no conoce de mi persona y mi 
familia, debo mencionarles que soy oriundo de Perú y 
adventista de segunda generación. Antes de ser pastor 
he trabajado como colportor, ingeniero, gerente 
de recursos humanos, gerente de planta y director 
de una división para una corporación japonesa en 
telecomunicaciones. Trabajos que he desempeñado 
principalmente en Perú, Estado Unidos y México. 

Estudié Teología en la Universidad Southwestern 
en Keene, Texas; maestría en Ministerio Pastoral y 
equivalencia en Divinidades en Andrews University; 
doctorado en Filosofía (Ph.D.), especialidad de 
Misiología en Concordia Theological Seminary en Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. Todos estos logros son gracias a la 

Esto es nuevo para todos Ustedes, pero 
nuestra conferencia a tenido a bien con 
la colaboración de nuestra Unión, de 
crear el HAC. Todas las conferencias en 
USA que tienen este HAC, se ha visto 
como una bendición y ayuda para el 
ministerio hispano. Este HAC juega 
un rol importante dando dirección 
al trabajo de los Hispanos en nuestra 
conferencia. HAC no tiene poder 
legislativo ó es una entidad que crea 
pólizas. Simplemente lo componen, 
un representante de la Unión, 
administración de la conferencia, todos 
los pastores hispanos de la conferencia 
de Indiana.  Tuvimos nuestra primera 
reunión el pasado octubre 02, 2018.

EL HISPANIC ADVISORY 
COUNCIL (HAC)

PASTORES HISPANOS DE LA CONFERENCIA DE 
INDIANA

Estimados Hermanos Hispanos de 
la Conferencia de Indiana,

ayuda de Dios y para su honra y gloria.  

Mi esposa Celia y mis hijos Johan y Hans brindan 
un apoyo constante a mi ministerio. Como 
familia seguimos un estilo de vida saludable para 
prepararnos mejor para el encuentro con nuestro 
Señor Jesucristo y trabajar más efectivamente 
en la misión encargada mientras esperamos su 
retorno.
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Pastors Eric Freking and Daniel Saez prepare for the 
evening program.

Eden Freking provides piano 
background music as people 
assemble.

Joan Bauer (left) and Julie Childers (right) greet new 
folks as they arrive.

The series averaged fifty new 
people per night.

NEWS by Colleen Kelly
Communications and Marketing Specialist

Conference Evangelist Eric Freking continued his 
Unlock Revelation series at the Hammond Seventh-
day Adventist Church with about 55 non-members 
attending.  Pastor Daniel Saez, Beatriz Freking, and 
church members assisted with the evangelism 
program.  The series ended on November 27, and 

UNLOCK REVELATION SEMINARS church members will continue to study with those 
interested in learning more. 

Following the recently completed Unlock Revelation 
series held in Fort Wayne, eleven people were baptized.



PERSONNEL
CHANGES

The Indiana Conference 
welcomes Faith Nico as 
Human Resources Director 
and Administrative Assistant 
to the Treasurer.  She joins 
us from Berrien Springs, 
Michigan, where she 
recently has completed an 
M.B.A.  Welcome, Faith!  She 
replaced Je Ann Semeleer, 
who has taken a position at 
the University of Chicago as 
Human Resources Specialist. 
We have greatly appreciated 
Je Ann’s contributions to our 
conference office services, and 
wish her God’s blessing.

Pastor Robb Long and his wife 
Chris have moved from the St. 
Louis Central and St. Louis Mid-
Rivers Seventh-day Adventist 
Churches to serve as pastor 
of the Carmel church and as 
the conference Evangelism 
Coordinator. 

Pastor Victor Jaeger is the new 
Associate Ministerial Director 
for Hispanic Affairs and pastor 
of the Indianapolis Central 
Hispanic Church. See the 
Hispanic News page for more.

FAITH NICO

ROBB LONG

VICTOR JAEGER

“I’ve attended several women’s 
retreats in the past, and this 
has been the best one yet!”  “So 
inspiring and encouraging and 
convicting.”  “Thank God for this 
weekend!”  These were among the 
remarks made by women who 
attended the Indiana Conference 
Women’s Retreat, held October 5 – 
7 at the Fourwinds Lakeside Inn of 
Bloomington.

This year’s speaker, Tamyra Horst, 
challenged the nearly one hundred 
women in attendance to welcome 
Jesus into their lives through 
service, surrender, faith, and 
courage, as modeled by the Biblical 
stories of Martha, the Samaritan 
woman, Hannah, and Esther.  Each 
message contained truths that can 
strengthen families, marriages, 
churches, and our personal 
relationships with God, who loves 
us beyond our ability to fathom.

Tamyra Horst carries many 
responsibilities in the Pennsylvania 
Conference, and serves as the 
Women’s Ministries Coordinator 
for the Columbia Union.  She has 
also authored a number of books, 
including Teach us to Pray and 
Praying Like Crazy for Your Husband.

WOMEN’S 
MINISTRIES RETREAT                              
“THE BEST ONE YET”
by Beth Bartlett
Editorial Assistant

Speaker Tamyra Horst (left) and 
Tammy Begley, Indiana Conference 
Women’s Ministries Director
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By November, 1934, when this cover article was published by The 
Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, the Great Depression had made, 
was making, and would continue to make its impact on our country.  
Dust storms wreaked havoc blowing away precious top soil.  Jobs and 
money were scarce, people stood in bread lines, and many traveled 
west on Route 66 hoping to find a better life.

In spite of the impact of the Great Depression, Seventh-day Adventist® 
believers gave $1,315,121.94 to foreign missions in 1933, an amount 
equal to 29% of tithe.  In 2016, the most recent year for which figures are 
available, $101,917,828 was given to world missions, an amount equal 
to 4% of tithe.  In 1933, giving to foreign missions averaged $3.42 per 
member.  In 2016, it averaged $5.09 per member.  $3.42 in 1933 would 
be equivalent to at least $59.84 in 2016.

Sadly, we are giving less today to world missions than our 
brothers and sisters gave during a time of great financial 
distress.  According to the United Nations’ most 
recent estimates, world population is 7.6 billion.  
Approximately 2.3 billion are Christians, which 
is 30% of the world’s population.  Jesus calls 
us to proclaim the everlasting gospel in 
the context of judgment already in 
process, and to make disciples of 
every ethnic group, working as 
He did (Revelation 14:6, 7; 
Matthew 28:18-20; Ministry 
of Healing, p. 143).  Do we 
want to see mission 
work go backward, 
remain the same, 
or go forward?  
R e m e m b e r , 
God’s work is 
not finished 
anywhere until 
it is finished 
everywhere.

Do we want to see mission work go backward, 
remain the same, or go forward?  

Global 
Mission Vialo Weis

Stewardship Director



Used by permission. From The Adventist Review and Sabbath Herald, November 8, 1934, Vol. 111, No. 45. 
Published by the Review and Herald Publishing Association.



Financial Report

Church/School Building Subsidy: 6.7%
Youth Camp:  15% 
Church Ministries: 13.3%

Elementary Education:  35%
Evangelism: 20%
Indiana Academy:  10%

INDIANA ADVANCE:  Each dollar received as Indiana 
Advance is used in Indiana and is distributed as follows:

Sabbaths
YTD Gross
Tithe Income
Indiana Advance

39
2018

$6,969,378.66
$116,728.75

YTD SEPTEMBER

%Inc/Dec

8.3%
-2.8%

Night of Hope Music Program - 
IA/Cicero

IA Christmas Break

Journey to Bethlehem - Cicero

Pathfinder Winter Campout

Pathfinder Bible Experience - 
Area Level

Ignite Indiana Rally: Conference-
wide

Pathfinder Bible Experience - 
State Level

Pathfinder Bible Experience - 
Union Level

State Wide Youth Rally

IA Spring Break

8

Dec. 19 - 
Jan. 6

Nov. 30 
- Dec. 2

25 - 27

2

16

2 - 3

22 - 23

14 - 24

15 - 16

December

January

February

March

EVENTSWould you like to earn more than your bank is 
paying you in interest, pay less taxes, 
and invest in God’s work?  If 
so, you may be interested 
in a charitable gift 
annuity.  Please contact 
the Planned Giving & 
Trust Services office 
at 317-844-6201 or 
trustservices@indysda.
org.  We would be happy 
to show you how you can 
earn more, pay less taxes, 
and invest in God’s work!

The real Christmas story is all about this baby—Baby 
Jesus—who came down from heaven to grow and live, 
to teach and heal, and finally to give His life to save 
the lives of everyone.  Rekindle your holiday spirit with 
Uncle Arthur’s beautiful retelling of the real Christmas 
story.  Available at your Indiana ABC for just $12.97.

For more information contact the Indiana 
Conference at 317.844.6201
www.indysda.org

To subscribe to Hoosier Happenings 
e-newsletter, send a request to 
HoosierHappenings@indysda.org

To subscribe to Ed Impact Indiana 
e-newsletter, send a request to 
Education@indysda.org

Adventist 
Book 
Center

39
2017

$6,437,501.66
$120,078.97


