


Many discussions about Adventist Education take place, in 
which some conclude that our system of education is too 
costly. With relatively small numbers of students enrolled in 
our schools coupled with ever-increasing operating expenses, 
some believe that we should invest our funds in opportunities 
that will yield greater results and affect more people. 

Is this what we should do as a conference?  Should we close 
our schools and let the public system teach our students?  The 
answer is a resounding no.  Adventist Education still remains 
vitally important and is evangelism in its greatest form!  Every 
Adventist school has an ongoing evangelistic campaign that 
is held each year, 180 days a year.  Each teacher spends at least 
1,080 hours in direct contact with his or her students each year, 
working to direct their hearts and minds to Jesus Christ as their 
source of wisdom and salvation.  Despite their shortcomings, 

Adventist schools have helped 
countless students to see the 
world through a Christian 
lens and to grow in their faith 
in Jesus.  Even though costly, 
the investment in Adventist 
Education is well worth it.  The 
benefits are great, and, in some 
ways, are immeasurable.  

George Barna, a Christian 
demographer, conducted a 

study of young people and found that 75% of all Christians in 
America today accepted Christ before age 14.  He discovered 
that if people do not embrace Jesus Christ as their Savior 
before they reach their teenage years, the chance of them 
doing so is slim to none.  What does this mean?  Several 
things: (1) the best time to invest God’s funds is when children 
are the most receptive-before the age of 14; (2) the most 
successful evangelistic rate is among children; and (3) the 
most important investment we can make for the future is in 
the children of the present.  They will be the leaders of the 
church in a few short years. 

Ellen White gave this counsel regarding the purpose of 
education:

“Teachers do a high and noble work by cooperating with the 
divine purpose in imparting to young people a knowledge 
of God, and in molding the character in harmony with 
His.  In awaking a desire to reach God’s ideal, they present 
an education that is as high as heaven and as broad as the 
universe.  This education cannot be completed in this life but 
will be continued in the life to come.  It is an education that 
secures to successful students a passport from the preparatory 
school of earth to the higher grade, the school above” (True 
Education, page 11). 

At the end of May, 35 seniors graduated from Indiana Academy 
and 40 eighth-graders graduated from our elementary schools.  
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SCHOOL CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS

August 1  New Teacher Orientation

August 6-9  NAD Teachers’ Convention

August 13  First day of school IA

August 16  First day of school Pre-K-8

September 3  Labor Day

October 12-13  IA Alumni Weekend

October 19-22  Fall Break

November 21-23 Thanksgiving Break

December 24-Jan. 4  Christmas Break

February 4  Teacher In-service

February 18  President’s Day

March 18-22  Spring Break

April 4-6  IA Music Festival

April 26  School Break

May 26  IA Graduation

May 27  Memorial Day

May 31  Last day of school

June 7   Last day for teachers
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To see our students receive their diplomas, and especially 
to hear their testimonies, is a quite moving reminder for all 
of us - parents, members, teachers, and pastors - that this 
is what Adventist Education is all about.  This is evangelism 
-  helping our students learn and come to know Jesus.  We 
are grateful for the tremendous support that is seen across 
our conference for Adventist Education.  Our constituency 
has a strong legacy of supporting Indiana Academy and the 
many elementary schools across the state.  We hope that 
this edition of Conference Connection will encourage and 
inspire you to pray for our schools and give of your time and 
resources to strengthen these important institutions until the 
Lord returns.  



is an ever present need in 
the state of Indiana. We are 
a collective body of Christ, 
and when equipped, can 
lead lost souls into an eternal 
relationship with God.

Becoming confident in spreading God’s truth is what Ignite Indiana 
is all about. Each member in every church has a tremendous 
opportunity to get involved. Trainings, evangelism meetings, and 
divine appointments will grow our courage in reaching out to others. 
However, the key is to be ready ourselves, and then share our joy with 
those in our sphere of influence. 

Presently, there are over 6.6 million people who live in the state 
of Indiana. Our Indiana membership is 8,780. If we were to reach 
everyone, we would each need to blaze an evangelism trail reaching 
721 people. This may not seem plausible, but keeping lay members 
engaged in evangelism is essential in finishing the work.

Our early church leaders understood the vital importance of lay 
persons being active in the work of evangelism. Please note the 
following comments from the introductory chapter to Testimonies to 
the Church, Volume 9:

“At the turn of the century Mrs. White had begun to appeal for a 
renewed interest in the evangelizing of the millions in the great 
metropolitan centers of the world. These needs had been emphasized 
again and again in the counsels which had been sent to the leading 
workers. In response to these messages, interests in city work was 
revived. Large centers were entered. Many evangelistic efforts were 
held, old churches were strengthened, and new churches were 
established” (9T 5.3).

“We were in days, too, when the various enterprises which were 
entered into called for the talents and energies of our lay members. 
It began to be clear that this work could never be finished unless the 
laity vigorously united with the ministry in carrying the message to 
the world. The work of laymen took on new importance. Following a 
picture of the last crisis and events to take place in the closing scenes 
of earth’s history, several chapters are devoted to the call for every 
Seventh-day Adventist to take an active part in evangelism, in home 
missionary work, and in the circulation of literature” (9T 6.1). 

“I have words of encouragement for you, my brethren. We are to 
move forward in faith and hope, expecting large things from God. 
The enemy will seek in every way to hinder the efforts that are being 
made to advance the truth, but in the strength of the Lord you may 
gain success. Let no discouraging words be spoken, but only such 
words as will tend to strengthen and sustain your fellow workers” 
(The Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, June 12, 1913).

Our prayer is that personal involvement in Ignite Indiana will mark 
the beginning of a mighty movement that will continue until Christ 
comes back.  

Lay Evangelism

__________ 
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State Rally Report:
Glendale Church Rally - 450
IJA Spanish Rally - 250
Streaming - 200

1st Training:
Participants:
North Zone - 170
Central Indy Zone - 401
South Zone - 206

Anglo Schedule - 2nd Training:

North Zone
Niles West Side - Oct. 6, 3-6 pm
Errol McLean – NADEI

Northwest – Oct. 6, 3-6 pm
Ed Schmidt – NADEI

Central Zone
Cicero – June 3, 4-6 pm 
Erik Flickinger – It Is Written

Cicero – Sept. 22, 3-6 pm
Jack Phillips – It Is Written

South Zone
New Albany – Sept. 22, 3-6 pm
Errol McLean – NADEI

Bloomington – Sept. 22, 3-6 pm
Streaming/New Albany

Evansville – Sept. 22, 3-6 pm
Streaming/New Albany

Spanish Schedule – 2nd 
Training:

North
South Bend Hispanic –
Oct. 5, 3-6 pm 
Ed Schmidt – NADEI

Central
Indy Central Hispanic –
Sept. 29, 3-6 pm
Jack Phillips - It Is Written 

South
Evansville Hispanic –
Sept. 15, 3-6 pm
Ed Schmidt – NADEI 

I N D I A N A

Kathy Griffin
Ignite Indiana



Indiana Academy has been greatly blessed by the 
ASSIST Grant, received from Southern Adventist 
University. This one-of-a-kind grant provides a 
work-study program, partnering students with 
senior adults in the community. While at a local 
nursing home facility, the students perform an 
array of activities which include visiting, reading, 
playing games, and assisting with facility events.  
Not only do the students help meet the needs of 
the elderly adults, they also have an opportunity 
to help finance their Christian education, while 
also receiving the blessings that come with the 
gift of service. 

God is working through the ASSIST Program and 
the students of Indiana Academy at Riverwalk 
Nursing Facility. After a resident who was giving 
Bible studies left the nursing home, the students 
were asked to continue this important opportunity.  
Six residents were participating in the studies 
initially; currently there are 9-16 residents who 
eagerly attend, learning more about God’s word. 
A staff member of the facility was so impressed 
as she listened that she has now asked for all the 
Bible lesson handouts. Amen! 

A particularly unique opportunity was given to the 
students during the spring semester when they 
were asked to teach a vegetarian class, with hopes 
that some of the recipes will be made available to 
the residents through the facility’s cafeteria.

The students are eager to explore the doors the 
Lord is opening for the ASSIST group, and the 
way He is willing to use them.  We know the Lord 
is working, and we want to show His love in our 
words, deeds, and actions. 

The ASSIST grant currently employs 20 students from 
Indiana Academy. The ASSIST grant is made possible by 
donations of alumni and friends of Indiana Academy which 
help us reach the $20,000 fundraising goal. To show your 
support for the 2018-2019 school year, please visit 
www.iasda.org  and click on the “Giving” tab or call  
317-984-0077.

ASSIST WORK 
STUDY PROGRAM 
BLESSES OTHERS
Linda Reeves
Indiana Academy 
ASSIST Coordinator
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Anyone who has attended Sabbath School lately has probably noticed something is missing. Young 
adults are n ot  only missing Sabbath School, they are choosing to stay away from church in higher 
numbers than ever before. If you are alarmed by this trend and looking for ways to bring our young 
adults back to Sabbath School and Church, you will not want to miss our Adult Sabbath School 
Workshop on October 6 at the Kokomo SDA Church.

Our special guest speaker and presenter will be Kaleb Eisele. Kaleb attended Cicero 
Adventist Elementary School and Indiana Academy. He was a Pathfinder and had 
all the advantages growing up in the Adventist church had to offer. Soon after 
graduation, he got married, moved to South Carolina and begin “adulting”. 
Church attendance was not important and soon he was living apart from 
the church he had grown up in.

One Sabbath he and his wife, Gerelisa, visited the Orangeburg Adventist 
Church. The parking lot was nearly empty and only a few people were 
inside. That day was the beginning of a journey – not only bringing 
Kaleb back to church, but also changing the Orangeburg congregation. 
Any typical Sabbath these days, you will find the parking lot full of cars 
and the sanctuary crowded with people who are seeking God. There is a 
renewed atmosphere of learning more about the mission of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church.

Kaleb is proud to be a Seventh-day Adventist! God has used this millenial 
to make a difference. When you attend our Adult Sabbath School 
workshop in Kokomo, you will hear his reconversion story. He will 
tell how the church can embrace young adults who desperately 
need what the church and God have to offer.

Kaleb Eisele is the founder of Humans of Adventism and works 
as the Social Media Manager of the Orangeburg Seventh-
day Adventist Church. Holding a Bachelor of Arts from the 
College of Charleston, he is passionate about integrating 
Millennial and Gen Z technological and social skills into local 
churches. Kaleb worked alongside many others to turn his 
dying church around, and is now taking their story to others 
who are struggling. An avid reader, lover of games, and podcast 
connoisseur, he lives with his wife and two cats in Orangeburg, 
South Carolina.

October 6, 2018. 

Online registration begins 
September 12 www.indysda.org

Free lunch for everyone who pre-
registers!

Young Adult Sabbath 
School TRaining



October 26 - 28
Do you know a young adult attending a non-Adventist college? 
Chances are you do! More and more of our college-aged young 
people are attending public colleges and universities. The sad 
reality is that there is very little spiritual support, and many of 
our young adults are lonely, and in need of a loving church 
family while they attend school.

Indiana Conference has taken on the challenge of 
nurturing our young people at secular campuses. 
John Leis is our Secular Campus Coordinator, and is 
overseeing an active ministry for Indiana University 
through the Bloomington First Seventh-day Adventist 
Church.

A Public Campus Ministry Retreat is being held at 
Timber Ridge Camp, with keynote speaker Ron 
Pickell. Since 2005 Ron has been serving in the Youth 
Department as the North American Division Volunteer 
Coordinator of Adventist Christian Fellowship (ACF/
NAD). ACF/NAD is the official NAD organization for 
Adventist ministry to non-Adventist college and 
university campuses.

Important training topics at the retreat include:

• How to start your own public campus ministry

• How to lead out in small group ministry

• How to survive spiritually on a public campus

Timber Ridge Camp

Cost: $35 per person 
(includes three meals on 

Sabbath and breakfast 
on Sunday. Lodging 
provided Friday and 

Saturday nights at TRC)

For more information 
about the retreat, or 

about starting a secular 
campus ministry in your 

area, please contact 
John Leis: 

jleisiii@gmail.com

765-318-3138

Ron Pickell

PUBLIC 
CAMPUS 
MINISTRY 
RETREAT
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Picture a room full of educators, eyes riveted on the gentle but 
enthusiastic teacher in the front of the room. Gradually, attention 
shifts to the small group now gathered as a handful of teachers huddle 
together in a mock simulation of a classroom setting. The “students” 
listen intently as the teacher describes the story of the Prodigal Son 
and how the Father “ran” to greet him, something that was not the 
norm for a man of his time. This small bit of background information 
helps to reveal the amazing love of God.

This was a real scene from the Encounter Bible Curriculum training 
experienced by Indiana Conference teachers back in August 2017. But 
it didn’t stop there, because it was then that they caught the fever for 
the exciting new program.

Now, transport your imagination to a Bible class clamoring with 
young students eager to hear the stories of Jesus and experience the 
applications that make stories like the Prodigal Son real, relevant, and 
personal. Student engagement is at an all-time high, and the Holy 
Spirit is at work.

As I’ve visited classrooms across the Conference and observed Bible 
classes where the teachers are utilizing the new program, these are 

the types of things I am witnessing. I’ve seen Bible classes 
where students are journaling about how rocks go 

from being rough to smooth…and how they, too, 
can be shaped by life’s trials and tribulations, for 

better or for worse. 

I’ve witnessed a group of students who 
were studying the life of Joseph and 

his brothers and used a compass to 
physically show the path that is 

taken when one gets even slightly 
off course…oh, the difference 

just ten degrees can make 
over time! This realization had 
a huge impact on them as 
they contemplated how a 
slight error could affect their 
relationship with Jesus.

I watched as a group of third 
and fourth graders tested 
their physical strength with 
arm-wrestling wars and 

heavy book-lifting, and then 
applied their reactions to 

what it means to be “spiritually 

ENCOUNTERING 
JESUS IN 

SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST 
EDUCATION

Nicole Mattson
Superintendent of Schools



strong”…and they were loving every minute of it! The enthusiasm was obvious and the excitement brimming as 
they made the applications that will help them to really encounter Jesus. 

It has been an adjustment for our teachers to adopt this kind of teaching and learning into Bible class. Traditionally, 
we have focused more on memorizing the Bible stories and verses rather than applying the principles to daily 
living and a personal relationship with Christ. This new curriculum uses a strategy called the “Transformational 
Planning Framework”, which focuses on four main areas: Orientation to the lesson, Exploration of the Bible story 
and its principles, Reflection on how these principles can transform us for the Kingdom, and Celebration…
finding the true joy in learning precious, life-changing things about our Savior. 

You can see why this has been a transformational program! Evidence of this can be seen across the Conference, 
but May 26 was an extra special day in Elkhart, Indiana, when four of teacher Catherine Pfeifle’s students 
were baptized. Three young men and one young lady gave their hearts to Jesus publicly because they have 
encountered Jesus. Pretty exciting…considering there is only one other student in the class, who has already 
been baptized! 

The Indiana Conference schools have also been amazingly blessed this year by the addition of mental health 
services for our young people. Jocelyn Bennett, registered mental health therapist, has been working part-time 
at Indiana Academy to provide much needed services to our youth. In a world where “the struggle is real”, Mrs. 
Bennett has been able to offer the trained ear and relevant advice to those in need. As of January, she became 
full-time as we decided to utilize her services for our elementary schools around the state. Not only does she 
address important issues like bullying, body safety, teamwork, and coping skills at age-appropriate levels, but 
she counsels one-on-one with students who are facing difficult, sometimes crisis-level situations in their lives. 

We encountered another blessing when Raquel Mentor, previously an Adventist teacher, introduced us to her 
work with Fair Haven Rape Crisis Prevention Center. As the Education Director there, she is using her talents to 
teach our young people around the state the importance of “body awareness” and how to protect the precious 
temple that God has given them. 

We obviously have been very blessed this year in our Indiana 
Conference schools, but there is absolutely more to come. 
We are looking forward to August 12, 2018, when Evansville 
will open a new school at its Hispanic Church location. This 
new school, Riverview Adventist Elementary Academy, has 
undergone a beautiful renovation that will be completed in 
the next few weeks. Once the rest of the materials are gathered 
and the doors are opened for the 2018-19 school year, we will 
add another to our list of schools serving those in Indiana 
desiring to encounter Jesus through Adventist Education.

This is one of the most exciting times in Earth’s history…we 
are seeing an army of youth described by Ellen White being 
raised up for “such a time as this”. Students are encountering 
Jesus in our classrooms, and we are so blessed to work where 
He is working. I’ll never tire of watching as He transforms our 
young people, giving their lives new shape and new direction. 
It transforms me! Encountering Jesus is life-changing.

Orientation
Exploration
Reflection 
Celebration
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Aboite Christian School
14615 Winters Road Roanoke, IN 46783

260.672.8544 Phone & Fax
contact@aboitechristianschool.org

www.aboitechristianschool.org

Adventist Christian Elementary
2230 N. Martha St. Bloomington, IN 47408
317.260.8588 Phone
mrsjfr@gmail.com
www.AdventistChristianElementary.com

Cicero Adventist Elementary School
24089 State Road 19 Cicero, IN 46034

317.984.3252 Phone & Fax
caesindiana@gmail.com  www.cicerosdaschool.org

INDIANA 
ADVENTIST 
SCHOOLS 
DIRECTORY



Indiana Academy
24815 State Road 19 Cicero, IN 46034

317.984.3575 Phone 317.984.5081 Fax
principal@iasda.org    www.iasda.org

Door Prairie Adventist Christian School
1480 Boyd Boulevard La Porte, IN 46350 

219.362.6959 Phone & Fax
doorprairie@dpacs.org   www.dpacs.org

Elkhart Adventist Christian School
3601 East Bristol Street Elkhart, IN 46514
574.266.9018 Phone & Fax
www.elkhartsdaschool.org

Indianapolis Junior Academy
2910 East 62nd Street Indianapolis, IN 46220 
317.251.0560 Phone 317.251.6486 Fax 
IJA@IJAcademy.org   www.IJAcademy.org

Indianapolis Southside Christian Academy
4801 Shelbyville Road Indianapolis, IN 46237

317.207.4182 Phone
abower_is@hotmail.com   www.indy-isca.org

South Bend Junior Academy
1910 East Altgeld St.  South Bend, IN 46614
574.287.3713 Phone
principal@oursbja.com  www.oursbja.com 

Northwest Adventist Christian School
10570 Randolph Street Crown Point, IN 46307 
219.663.4472 Phone & Fax
principal@nwacsin.com        www.nwacsin.com

Riverview Adventist Christian Academy 
2231 Burdette Ave, Evansville, IN 47714 

317.908.0276 Phone
   contact@RACAschool.org www.RACAschool.org

Terre Haute Adventist School
900 South 29th Street Terre Haute, IN 47803 

812.232.1339 Phone 
principal@thassda.com  www.thassda.com 

Door Prairie Christian Daycare
PO Box 591 La Porte, IN 46352 
219.362.5930 Phone 
www.dpacs.org

DayCare
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Cross Street Christian School
2318 West Cross Street Anderson, IN 46011
765.649.4141 Phone 765.649.5953 Fax
cscsprincipal@gmail.com   www.CrossSt.org



GOD WANTS 
YOU IN EL 

SALVADOR

“God doesn’t need you, but God wants you.” 
This was the worship theme presented by 
an Indiana Academy student before we 
began our 2018 mission trip to El Salvador.  
The student reminded us that God didn’t 
necessarily need us to be in El Salvador, 
but instead God wanted us there to help 
further His work. 

With 47 participants, this was the fifth year 
that the Cicero Seventh-day Adventist 
Church and Indiana Academy have 
completed a mission trip together. Our 
group is called Reach Out Ministries, and 
our theme is “Taking Jesus to the World.”  In 
the past five years, we have built churches 
in San Pablo, Illobasco, Las Brisas, La Ceiba, 
and this year, in El Carmen.  In addition 
to church construction, a variety of other 
mission opportunities were available.  

The medical missions team has been blessed 
to have four doctors from El Salvador who 
volunteer their time annually to support 
our group. Some aren’t even Seventh-
day Adventists, but they are inspired by 
the work we perform in their country and 
graciously volunteer their time and energy 
in medically underserved regions.  

by Amber Kwon
2017 Indiana Academy Graduate and 

Sophomore at Andrews University

Another important ministry of the past five years has 
been the Week of Prayer series for the high school 
students at the Adventist academy in Cojutepeque. 
Our testimonies, music, and short worship talks are 
very meaningful to the students, many of whom are 
not Adventists.  A special highlight of our time there 
is the opportunity for fellowship between the local 
academy students and the team members from Indiana 
Academy.

Lastly, I want to highlight our student-led evangelistic 
meetings, which were conducted in three locations.  
Academy students spent weeks in preparation for the 
meetings and received guidance from our pastors. At 
the end of the week, the speakers gave an altar call and 
by the grace of God, some people came forward and 
accepted Jesus for the first time in their lives. 

We strongly believe in the work that we have done in 
the beautiful county of El Salvador, but we also realize 
that much more remains to be accomplished before 
Jesus returns to take us home. Until that day, I hope 
that we are attentive to God’s calling in our lives and 
just like Isaiah, we may be able to tell Him, “Here am I! 
Send me.” 

Reach Out Ministries would like to invite 
everyone who has a desire to use their gifts 
and talents to join them for the next mission 
trip to El Salvador on March 14-25, 2019.

Please contact Aurora Hufnagel at 
tiahufnagel@sbcglobal.net for more details.



HISPANIC NEWS
NOTA DE DESPEDIDA

Las Iglesias de Evansville y Clarksville 
Hispanic terminaron sus campanas 
evangelísticas con 11 personas 
rindiendo sus vidas a Jesús.

En el distrito central fuimos 
bendecidos con los Díez días de 
oración, la campaña de nuestros 
jóvenes en Semana Santa, y la 
ordenación de Diáconos y ancianos 
para servir. Tuvimos la primera 
reunión con el club de matrimonios 
y el día de Amor en Acción, todas 
nuestras iglesias: Anderson, 
Efeso, Indy Segunda e Indy Norte, 
participaron dejando las bancas de 
la Iglesia para servir a la comunidad.

Bautismo en la Iglesia de Elkhart, 
Bautismo en la Iglesia de South 
Bend, Clubes de Aventureros y 
Conquistadores 

La Iglesia Fort Wayne celebro una 
semana de vida familiar con el Pr. 
Juan Suarez.

Durante el mes de junio del 17-23 
estamos celebrando la semana 
de evangelismo juvenil “Juventud 
Transformada” con el Pr. Alberto 
Perez.

The Indiana Conference has truly been 
blessed by the ministry of Antonio and 
Wanda Rosario.  His tireless and positive 
efforts are matched by his passion for 
soul-winning and shepherding the flock.  
Thanks to his organizational abilities 
and especially his openness to God’s 
leading, we have seen exceptional 
growth in the work among 
our Spanish-speaking 
brothers and sisters in 
our state.  God bless you 
both, Brother Antonio 
and Sister Wanda, as 
you move into the 
next phase of your 
Christian journey.  
You will certainly be 
missed.

Si, es oficial, su coordinador para ministerios hispanos de la Conferencia de 
Indiana se acogerá al retiro, efectivo Agosto 1, 2018.  Parece que fue ayer 
–Mayo 1977- cuando en Guayama, Puerto Rico, iniciamos nuestra jornada 
ministerial. La divina providencia de Dios ha encaminado nuestros pies, y 
nos guidado al rendir nuestros servicios en cuatro lindas asociaciones, de 
las cuales, en Indiana hemos disfrutado 11 años.  Mi esposa y su servidor 
fuimos muy bendecidos en nuestra asociación con ustedes, la familia 
pastoral, los administradres y empleados en las oficinas de la Conferencia, 
y todo el personal de nuestras instituciones. Gracias a todos por su 
amistad, apoyo, y gran devoción a la obra. Pasamos la antorcha, sabiendo 
que los mejores tiempos de esta Conferencia estarán al frente.  Ustedes, 
junto a sus líderes locales y pastores serán testigos y protagonistas de esos 
desafíos.  Y como dijo la Sierva del Señor:  “Al repasar la historia pasada 
puedo decir: ‘Alabado sea Dios!’ Al ver lo que el Señor ha hecho, me lleno 
de admiración y de confianaza en Cristo como director. No tenemos nada 
que temer al futuro, a menos que olvidemos la manera como Dios nos ha 
conducido, y lo que nos ha enseñado en nuestra historia pasada” (Notas 
Biográficas, p.216). Bendiciones.  Hebreos 6:10       

To all my brethren and colleagues, Yes, I’m retiring pretty soon, officially 
on August 1, 2018. It was a blessing for my wife and me to work with you 
for the last eleven years.  I’ll be passing the torch of my role here at the 
Conference, confident that better times are ahead of us. God is in control.  
Gracias! for all your support on behalf of the Hispanic constituents.  We 
are counting on your prayers as we prepare for this transition in life, as we 
will now live close to our children.  “We have nothing to fear for the future, 
except as we shall forget the way the Lord has led us, and His teaching in 
our past history” (Last Day Events, 72). Blessings to all.  Hebrews 6:10.

Vic Van Schaik
Indiana Conference 
President Antonio & Wanda Rosario



NEWS
by Colleen Kelly
Communications and Marketing Specialist

INDIANA CONFERENCE OF SEVENTH-
DAY ADVENTISTS® APPOINTS NEW 
PRESIDENT 

IJA RECEIVES STEM GRANT

In June 2017, Principal Elkyn Beltre of Indianapolis 
Junior Academy (IJA) attended a conference 
called EXSEED, designed to assist educators with 
the development of  STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics) programs in their 
schools. At the conclusion of the conference, 
Beltre applied for a STEM grant, which included 
plans for a STEM project.  The grant proposal was 
accepted, and seventh and eighth grade students 
at IJA will begin producing a weekly podcast, 

Lake Union Conference President Maurice Valentine 
announced on Sabbath that Pastor Vic Van Schaik 
has agreed to serve as the next Indiana Conference 
President. The announcement was made at the 
Sabbath Celebration and Music Festival event at 
Indiana Academy in Cicero, Indiana. The conference 
Executive Committee and Standing Nominating 
Committee met together on Thursday, April 5, and as 
a result the call was extended to Pastor Van Schaik. 
Van Schaik takes the Indiana Conference reins after 
the departure of former president Steven Poenitz, who 
recently accepted the position of Executive Secretary 
for the Lake Union Conference in Berrien Springs, 
Michigan. 

“The Indiana Conference has many committed 
members, pastors, and teachers who desire to see the 
Lord’s work go forward. We have been blessed by Elder 
Poenitz’s leadership over the last three years and have 
seen a lot of plans put in place for the future. After 
much prayer and consideration, my wife Angela and 
I sensed the Lord’s leading and have accepted the call 
to serve. We are looking forward to working together 
with the many wonderful people in Indiana and seek 
their prayers as we begin this new role, ” Van Schaik 
said. Many Indianapolis residents may know Pastor Vic 
as not only the Senior Pastor of the Cicero Seventh- day 
Adventist® Church since 2014, but also as television 

host to Hope For Life 
TV, aired on WHMB-
Channel 40.2. Van 
Schaik and his wife 
Angela, a licensed 
clinical social worker, 
have two children, 
Christian, 19, and 
Sofia, 16. 

Van Schaik has also 
been the Ministerial 
Secretary for the 
Indiana Conference 
since 2015, and 
previously served for 
over twenty years as 

pastor in the Iowa-Missouri Conference. He obtained 
a Doctor of Ministry in Christian Leadership in 2009 
and Master of Divinity in 1993, both from Andrews 
University. His undergraduate degree is from Georgia 
Institute of Technology in Industrial Engineering. “God 
had other plans for my life than engineering. I have 
had the privilege of serving as a local church pastor 
for the past twenty-five years. It has been one of the 
greatest joys in my life to minister and share life with 
God’s people,” commented Van Schaik. 

As Ministerial Secretary, Van Schaik has had the 
responsibility for the planning and promoting of 
the evangelistic strategy leading up to the General 
Conference World Session which will be held in 
Indianapolis in July 2020. More than 200 countries will 
send representatives to the meeting in Indianapolis 
with a possible attendance of more than 100,000 
people. 

“We are at a critical point in Indiana with the 2020 
world meeting coming to our front door,” said Van 
Schaik. “I look forward to what God will do in the 
Indiana Conference as we prepare for this event. We 
are assured in Zechariah 4:6 that it is not by might, nor 
by power, but by His Spirit, says the Lord of hosts.” 

through which major historical 
events will be recreated.  
Students will write 
scripts, record the 
podcasts, and 
create related 
sound effects.  The 
school was able 
to purchase iPads 
and microphones 
through the grant 
funds.
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UNLOCK REVELATION 
SEMINARS 2018

ANDERSON CHURCH 
HYMN SING FESTIVAL

INDIANA WOMEN’S RETREAT 
OCTOBER 5 – 7, 2018

TEACHER 
COMMISSIONING SERVICE 
HONORS PHILIP BYRD 
AND CHRISTINA NEDROW

PASTOR ORDINATION AT 
INDIANA CAMP MEETING

PASTOR HARVEY KORNEGAY 
NAMED MINISTERIAL DIRECTOR 

LIFESTYLE MAGAZINE

with Conference Evangelist Eric 
Freking
August 10 - 31
Martinsville, Indiana
September 7 - 30
Fort Wayne, Indiana
October 26 - November 17
Hammond, Indiana

Ladies, plan to join us for this year’s retreat!  
Our guest speaker will be Tamyra Horst, 
who is the Women’s Ministries Director for 
the Pennsylvania Conference.  A highly 
recommended speaker, Tamyra has authored 
several books and various women’s ministries 
resources.  The weekend theme is “High Heels, 
Higher Calling.” 

Contact Tammy Begley at tammy.begley@gmail.com  or 317-919-5318 for an 
application or for more information.

On Sabbath morning at camp meeting this year, two Indiana 
Conference Adventist teachers were honored in recognition of 
Christian leadership and excellence in teaching.  Recognized in the 
Teacher Commissioning Service were Philip Byrd, Indiana Academy 
music teacher, and Christina Nedrow, Aboite Christian School, 
grades 2-4. 

An Ordination Service was 
conducted on Sabbath afternoon 
during camp meeting for Pastor 
Daniel McKibben.  Pastor Daniel and 
Nerida McKibben currently serve the 
Terre Haute, Lewis, and Greencastle 
churches, where they have led in 
ministry since January 2016.  We 
pray for God’s continued blessing 
on this dedicated couple and their 
congregations.

Anderson’s native son, IA 
alumnus, and former IA choral 
director, James Woods, will 
be conducting the second 
annual congregational hymn 
sing festival at the Anderson 
Seventh-day Adventist Church 
on Sabbath, October 20, 2018, at 
1100 a.m.  Featuring the students 
of Cross Street Christian School, 
this inspiring event will be a 
blessing to all.  The Anderson 
church is located at 1122 W. 8th 
Street, Anderson, IN 46016.

Pastor Harvey Kornegay was named Ministerial 
Director by the Executive Committee at their May 
2018 meeting.  Kornegay will continue to serve as 
Evangelism Coordinator and will be instrumental 
in the direction of the Ignite Indiana  evangelism 
campaign prior to the General Conference 
Session being held in Indianapolis in July 2020. 

Lifestyle Magazine, TV talk 
show for mind, body and soul, 
will start airing in Indianapolis 
and Indiana on  CH 6 WRTV 
starting July 8 Sundays 6-7 
a.m.  Join Mike Tucker and his 
team to start your day!  

If you are a former student or 
musical associate of James Woods 
and would like to participate in a 
choral group on this date, please 
contact Sandra Schalk at
765-649-1638 or email 
sandrakschalk@yahoo.com



Financial Report

Church/School Building Subsidy: 6.7%
Youth Camp:  15% 
Church Ministries: 13.3%

Elementary Education:  35%
Evangelism: 20%
Indiana Academy:  10%

INDIANA ADVANCE:  Each dollar received as Indiana 
Advance is used in Indiana and is distributed as follows:

Sabbaths
YTD Gross
Tithe Income
Indiana Advance

17
2018

$3,095,528.00
$47,101.00

17
2017

$2,842,286.00
$ 49,822.00

YTD APRIL

%Inc/Dec

8.9%
-5.5%

Junior Camp - TRC

Pathfinder Camporee - TRC

NAD Teachers’ Convention - 
Chicago, IL

Tween Camp - TRC

Brown County Blowout - TRC

Hispanic Camp Meeting - TRC

Teen Camp - TRC

Annual Women’s Retreat 
- Fourwinds Lakeside Inn, 
Bloomington

Family Camp - TRC

Teen Leader in Training - TRC
Sabbath School Workshop - 
Kokomo SDA Church
Public Campus Ministry Retreat - 
TRC

Pastors’ Retreat - TRC

Holiday - Office Closed

Adventurer Family Weekend - TRC

ASI Convention - Orlando, FL

1 - 8

14 - 16

5 - 8

8 - 15

21 - 23

31 - 
Sept. 3

15 - 22

5 - 7

22 - 29

5 - 7
6

26 - 28

July 30 - 
August 1

4

7 - 9

1 - 5

July

September

October

August

EVENTS
Has the value of your stocks soared resulting in increased 
capital gains tax liability?  If you sell, you could pay as much 
as 23.8% in capital gains taxes.  Instead of paying capital gains 
taxes, consider an outright gift of stock which would provide an 
immediate tax deduction and no capital gains 
taxes or establish a charitable gift annuity or 
a charitable remainder trust, which could 
partially or completely avoid capital gains 
taxes.  For more information, please 
contact the Planned Giving & Trust 
Services department at 317-844-6201 or 
trustservices@indysda.org.

This classic work on education by 
Ellen White sets forth the unique 
and challenging idea that “the 
work of education and the work of 
redemption are one.” 

Just $16.99, call and order it today.  
317.984.5393

Have Your Stocks Value Soared?

For more information contact the Indiana 
Conference at 317.844.6201
www.indysda.org

To subscribe to Hoosier Happenings 
e-newsletter, send a request to 
HoosierHappenings@indysda.org

To subscribe to Ed Impact Indiana 
e-newsletter, send a request to 
Education@indysda.org

Adventist 
Book 
Center


