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We recently reviewed our records to determine the number of 
churches that we had in Indiana in 1990, the year we first hosted 
the General Session in Indianapolis.  The membership reports 
showed that there were 69 churches.  Today, thirty years later, 
we have 70 churches which means that we have seen a net 
growth of one church in the last 30 years!  Clearly, much work 
remains to be done.

In Matthew 28:19 Jesus commanded us to “go and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing in the name of the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit.”  The commission of Christ must have been 
overwhelming to the twelve disciples, as they were only a 
handful of workers.  Yet they were instructed to go and reach the 
world for Christ.  From a human perspective the mission seemed 
impossible.  They must have thought to themselves, “Jesus, we 
hear what You are saying but there is absolutely no way we can 
do what You are asking us to do.”       

Those of us living in these last days of earth’s history may feel 
the same way.  “Jesus, how can we reach the world for You in our 
generation?  More specifically, how can we even reach our own 
small town or city in Indiana with the three angels’ messages?  
Our church is small and struggling.  We lack the volunteers and 
finances.  What You are asking us to do is impossible!”  

You and I must remember that the final work is not about us 
and what we will do.  Instead, it is about God and what He will 
do through us.  Interestingly, Jesus, along with giving the great 
commission, gave us a great promise.   Just before He ascended 
into heaven, Jesus also said to His disciples: “But you shall receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall 
be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8).   Here is where we find 
hope and encouragement.  Jesus promised to send the Holy 
Spirit, the third member of the Godhead, to be with us and give 
us strength.  What we could not do on our own we are now able 
to accomplish through divine power and help.  

The mission of Christ is possible…only as God’s people are Spirit-
filled and Spirit-led.  As we go about fulfilling the commission in 
our cities, may we each hold onto Jesus’ promise.  Let us move 
forward in faith, trusting that the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, will 
be with us every step of the way.  And when the work finally 
concludes at Christ’s second coming, we will rejoice with God in 
the many souls that were saved for His kingdom.

To subscribe to Hoosier Happenings e-newsletter, 
send a request to HoosierHappenings@indysda.org
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morning, as the 
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the Lord and 
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Him, He will grant 
them the presence 
of His Spirit, with its 
reviving, sanctifying 
power. As they go 
forth to the day’s 
duties they have 
the assurance that 
the unseen agency 
of the Holy Spirit 
enables them to be 
‘laborers together 
with God.’”
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hat an exciting time to be in Indiana right now! There 
are a lot of things happening across our field.  The major 

focus of our conference for the last couple of years has been 
preparing for what will take place next summer.  As you may 
know, we have the unique privilege of hosting the 61st General 
Conference Session in Indianapolis from June 25-July 4, 2020.  
More than 100,000 members from around the world will 
convene at Lucas Oil Stadium to conduct the Lord’s business.  

Prior to the session, over 70% of our churches across the 
state will be involved in seed-sowing events and evangelistic 
meetings that are designed to help men, women, and young 
people learn about Jesus and His love.  In preparation for these 
opportunities, pastors, members, and conference leaders have 
been meeting regularly for prayer, training, and planning with 
hopes of effectively reaching our communities with the three 
angels’ messages.  God is on the move in Indiana, and we are 
simply wanting to join in with what He is already doing in our 
midst.    

Although we are seeing the hand of God working in our 
churches, we also recognize the enormous challenges we are 
facing today.  We live in a culture that seems to have little or no 
interest in spiritual things.  Due to the myriad of distractions, 
many of our churches are facing declining 
membership and aging populations.  It makes one 
wonder what the church will look like in the next ten 
years if the Lord does not come before then.

Acts of the Apostles, page 56

CONFERENCE CONNECTION
Volume 30, Number 3
4th Quarter 2019
A quarterly publication of the Indiana Conference 
of Seventh-day Adventists®  for its constituents.

P.O. Box 5000
Westfield, IN  46074
www.indysda.org

Editor in Chief: Vic Van Schaik
Managing Editor: Colleen Kelly
Editorial Assistant: Beth Bartlett
Layout/Design: April Silva
Printer: Seminars Unlimited

 

2 INDIANA CONFERENCE



 

4 INDIANA CONFERENCE

The Mission:
The mission of the Indiana Conference of Seventh-day Adventists is to equip and empower members, pastors, churches, and 
schools in our territory to share biblical truth and the good news of a crucified, risen, and soon-returning Savior with their 
friends and communities. 

The Vision:
In May 2015 the Indiana pastors and conference administrators prayed and studied together for three days at Timber Ridge 
Camp, asking the Lord to give direction for a five-year mission plan. The Big Five+ are major initiatives that resulted from 
their time together. The Indiana Conference Executive Committee further defined the Big Five+ and eventually voted this 
strategic plan as a way forward in accomplishing the Lord’s work in Indiana. 

The Challenge:
Every member of the Indiana Conference has an important role in God’s work. We invite you to join with us as we implement 
the Big Five+ goals.  If the Lord places a burden on your heart to be involved in some way, please let us know.  We encourage 
you to talk with your local pastor or elder to see how you can use your gifts and talents to further God’s work and see His 
kingdom grow.  Our desire is for total member involvement from all parts of the state.  There is mighty power ready to be 
unleashed through the outpouring of God’s Spirit upon the church.  As we press together in unity and seek God’s guidance 
and help, we will be able to accomplish Jesus’ mission in Indiana in the last days.  Zechariah 4:6 reminds us, “Not by might, 
nor by power, but by My Spirit, says the Lord of Hosts.” 



TREASURY 
DEPARTMENT

MID-TERM REPORT

$8,473,596

$8,987,269

$8,994,714

$9,631,943

t has been three years since the last constituency session.  
Let’s look at some key measurements to evaluate the 

financial condition of the Indiana Conference.

Tithe increased 6.1% in 2016, 0.1% in 2017 and 7.1% in 2018.  
The conference experienced robust tithe growth in years 
2016 and 2018 but no growth in 2017.   

“Ok.  That’s good,” you say, “But how was all that tithe money 
spent?” 

The chart on the next page shows how the tithe was spent in 
years 2016 – 2018.  Notice that in 2017 the expense exceeded 
income.  In that year, tithe dollars held in reserve were used 
to make up the difference.   In 2016 and 2018 tithe income 
exceeded expense.  In those years, tithe dollars were added 
to reserves.  Reserves are like savings accounts.  When income 
exceeds expense, you add funds to your savings account.  
When expenses exceed income, you take money out of your 
savings account.  The same happens with the tithe.

Notice that not all tithe stays within the conference.  About 
35% - 36% of tithe received is paid to the Lake Union 
Conference, the North American Division, and the General 
Conference. In this way each conference supports the 
worldwide work of the church.  The message of the three 
angels must go to the entire world, amen?

Notice also the large investments the conference makes 
in education and youth.  Timber Ridge Camp, Pathfinders, 
church schools, and Indiana Academy are important 
ministries supported largely with tithe.

2015
2016
2017
2018

I 201820172016
TITHE

REMITANCES TO HIGHER ORGANIZATIONS

INDIANA CONFERENCE USE

TOTAL EXPENDITURES
NET INCREASE / DECREASE

$3,485,566

$6,044,485

$9,530,051
$101,892

$3,179,241

$5,897,527

$9,076,768
$(82,054)

$3,154,542

$5,561,568

$8,716,110
$271,159

General Conference

Pastor Salaries and Expenses

$1,477,389

$2,734,995

$1,394,180

$2,937,231

$1,438,857

$2,733,914

North American Division for Retirement

Education

Exchange of Tithe for Non-Tithe Funds (For Capital Projects)

Publishing

$1,097,214

$1,164,604

$1,025,397

$1,066,735

$998,207

$1,021,618

$200,000

$79,910 $84,366 $83,411

Lake Union Conference

Youth Ministries

Trust Services

Church Ministries

$866,222

$757,388

$719,579

$709,014

$677,023

$695,953

$175,727 $181,687 $176,575

$86,779 $80,377 $56,631

Special Conference Assistance - NAD

Office Expenses

Camp Meeting
Insurance

Communication

$44,741

$672,845

$40,085

$647,899

$40,455

$652,509

$45,129 $92,105 $62,067

$30,617 $52,470 $50,548
$39,412 $45,643 $85,421

$8,987,269 $8,994,714 $9,631,943

The message of 
the three angels 
must go to the 
entire world!

Mark Eaton
Treasurer
Secretary
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There is a unique expense in 2018 called “tithe exchange.”  “What is that?” you may wonder.  Is the conference 
engaged in currency speculation?  No.  In some years the conference needs funds to renovate the youth camp, 
Indiana Academy, or the camp meeting campgrounds, but, of course, tithe cannot be used for such purposes.  
Per General Conference Working Policy, however, our tithe dollars can be used for non-tithe dollars held by 
other denominational entities.  These non-tithe dollars can then be used for major renovation or building 
projects.

All conferences are required to keep a certain amount of funds in reserve.  The purpose is to prevent the 
conference from running short of funds during a recession.  If reserve funds are adequate, operations are not 
affected by a temporary dip in revenue or by an unexpected large expense.   

• 2016 – 168%

• 2017 – 163%

• 2018 – 152%

• As of July, 2019 – 160%

Conferences are required to 
maintain in reserve 100% of what 
is called the “Required Working 
Capital.”   I am happy to report 
that the Indiana Conference has 
exceeded the minimum amount 
every year for the past three years: 



he Ministerial Department provides care and support for the 
41 pastors and lay pastors who presently serve in the Indiana 

Conference.  Throughout the year we offer various avenues 
through which pastors can grow professionally, spiritually, and 
relationally.  These include professional development classes 
where pastors can learn from experts in various fields, workers’ 
meetings where pastors can meet and interact with one another, 
and an annual family retreat so that pastors can get away and 
enjoy time with their families at Timber Ridge Camp.  Our 
department also supports the Evangelism Department with 
help in planning outreach events and training lay members and 
pastors for public and personal evangelism.

At any given time, the conference has several pastors who are 
new in ministry.  Most are recent graduates and are learning 
the various facets of serving in the local church.  Knowing the 
challenges of ministry today, the Ministerial Department is 
committed to helping each ministerial intern realize his calling 
to the gospel and experience fruit from his labors.  To assist the 
new pastor’s growth, we have an ordination path that provides 
training, mentoring, and accountability over several years, 
including feedback from local leadership. 

We are presently implementing a new volunteer lay pastors’ 
program, which provides training and support for the four lay 
pastors who currently serve in our field.  This program will help 
to meet the ever-growing needs of our churches as well as 
provide an opportunity for local leaders who feel called to serve 
in ministry but are still working in their respective professions.

It takes the involvement of each Indiana Conference pastor and 
member under the guidance of the Holy Spirit to accomplish 
God’s work.  As we go forward in ministry to the communities 

T

SECRETARIAL
DEPARTMENT
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MID-TERM REPORT

around us, may we pray 
more for the leading 
of the Holy Spirit. We 
need to be one large 
team, each taking our 
responsibilities before 
the Father for guidance, 
leading, and blessing.

vangelism is the heartbeat of the Seventh-day Adventist   
Church.  Our marching orders are clear: “Go therefore and 

make disciples of all the nations . . .”  So how are we doing?  Is 
the Indiana Conference growing its membership?  The first chart 
shows Baptisms and Professions of Faith from 2016 to the present.  
The second chart shows our membership.  
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E

BAPTISMS & 

MEMBERSHIP

267

338

226
242
As of 

Sept. 11

2016 2017 2018 2019

2016 2017 2018 2019

8,471

8,720
8,744

8,829

PROFESSIONS 
OF FATH

We thank the Lord for His blessings and the precious souls He has 
given us.  However, we are certainly not satisfied.  We anticipate 
much greater results in the future.  The Lord has given us the early 
rain, but it is time for the latter rain!  Don’t you agree?

Year 2020 is a very special year of evangelism for the 
Indiana Conference.  With funds from both the General 
Conference and the North American 

MINISTERIAL
DEPARTMENT

MID-TERM REPORT

Division, plans have been 
laid for a major evangelism 
outreach just before the 
General Conference Session 
in 2020 in Indianapolis.  Please 
pray for a special outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit during GC 
2020!

Harvey Kornegay
Ministerial Director



ear the end of the previous quadrennium, conference 
leaders began to pray and develop an evangelism 

strategy that would lead up to the 61st General Conference 
session in Indianapolis in the summer of 2020.  As a result, and 
through God’s miraculous leading, the Indiana Conference 
is partnering with It Is Written, the North American Division 
Evangelism Institute (NADEI), Your Best Pathway to Health, as 
well as other church entities, to reach the state with the three 
angels’ messages.  These supporting ministries are providing 
financial assistance, evangelism training for pastors and lay 
members, speakers for public evangelistic meetings, and 
television broadcast programming for major Indiana media 
markets.  The theme for this unprecedented evangelistic 
initiative is Ignite Indiana.    

The budget for Ignite Indiana in 2020 will exceed $1.2 
million.  Thankfully, we are receiving generous support from 
various sources including the General Conference, the North 
American Division, the Lake Union, It Is Written, and private 
donors, all totaling over $700,000.  The remaining funds will 
come from Indiana Conference resources and fundraising.  
A major step toward raising these funds was made during 
camp meeting this past summer, during which $100,000 was 
donated or pledged for the Evangelism Offering. To date, 
$58,216 of the $100,000 has been received. We can praise 
God for His provision! There is still time to complete your 
pledge before year’s end.

In addition to all that is planned for 2020, we continue to 
see souls being won through the dedicated efforts of our 
Conference Evangelist, Eric Freking.  Pastor Freking’s meetings 
are well-attended and are a great blessing to visitors and 
church members alike.  Eric currently holds four meetings 
each year, and also provides follow-up work when possible, 
given his responsibilities as pastor of the New Albany Church.  
We can thank God for Eric’s gift of evangelism here in Indiana!

As we look forward to a great harvest of souls next spring, we 
must also begin thinking about what will come after Ignite 
Indiana.  Some future goals include: more united prayer, 
improving our discipleship of new members using proven 
methods and materials, establishing a cycle of evangelism 
in all of our churches so the results of Ignite Indiana can 
be repeated each year, 
initiating church planting 
in areas of significant 
population, growing our 
ministry to refugees and 
immigrant groups, training 
more Bible workers in 
our local churches, and 
increasing the use of health 
ministry and health 
coaching as the “right 
arm” of the message 
and a key to reaching 

hearts.

January 24-27

February 22

March 6-7

April 8 – 10

April 10 - May 9

April 17 – May 16

April 18 – 25

June 4 – 20

June 12 – 20

June 25 – July 4

Fall of 2020

EVANGELISM
DEPARTMENT

MID-TERM REPORT

It Is Written 
Training for 
all Indiana 
Conference 
pastors and lay 
members

State-wide 
Evangelism Rally 
at the Glendale 
Church

Lake Union Prayer 
Conference at 
the Plainfield 
Embassy Suites 

Your Best Pathway 
to Health 

NADEI Field 
School and 
Evangelistic 
Meetings

Indianapolis 
area Evangelistic 
Meetings

Robert Costa 
Evangelistic Series

Mark Finley 
Evangelism Field 
School

Ted Wilson 
Reaping Series 

General 
Conference 
Session

Follow-up 
evangelistic 
meetings in 
local conference 
churches

2020 Evangelism Timeline

Multiple meetings are being organized to pray for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

NADEI and It Is Written training events and rallies have resulted in hundreds of members and pastors 
receiving practical evangelism training.

75% of Indiana Conference churches have committed to simultaneously hold an evangelistic meeting in 
April - May of 2020.

56% of Indiana Conference churches have voted to become Ignition Churches, indicating a higher level of 
commitment to practices that result in church growth.

Bible worker teams are being trained to function in local churches.

30 Indiana Conference churches have registered as FAST Discipleship Training Centers.

The Your Best Pathway to Health free medical outreach 
involving 3,000 volunteers will minister to the needs of 
thousands at Lucas Oil Stadium (usage of the building being 
donated by the city) in Indianapolis April 8 – 10, 2020, creating 
widespread public awareness of our church and its mission. 

Four major evangelistic meetings will be held in Indianapolis 
in the spring of 2020, bringing John Bradshaw, Eric Flickinger, 
Robert Costa, and Eric Freking to the city at one time. Some 
760,000 brochures will be mailed, inviting every family in 
the entire Indy region to attend a series near their home.

With the evidence of God’s leading noted above, there is a sense in the Indiana Conference that we are facing 
what could be a watershed moment in terms of evangelism and church growth – the real possibility that 
the Ignite Indiana initiative will lead us into a future of sustained numerical and spiritual growth, with each 
succeeding year building on the one before it, until we experience the fullness of the latter rain and the actual 
return of Christ in our lifetime!  

Here are some factors contributing to the sense that things may never be the same once the full effect of Ignite 
Indiana has been felt:

Robb Long
Evangelism Coordinator

N
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Over the past 2 1/2 years the Refugee Ministries in the 
Indiana Conference have grown by one company and 
one church plant group. Total membership of the four 
congregations now exceeds 400, representing almost 5% of 
the Indiana Conference family. 

Indiana Mizo SDA Church and Pastor Lalmuansanga 
Chawngthu’s Ministry

By God’s grace, the Indiana Mizo SDA Church moved to 
their current location in Greenwood in early 2017. Over 
the past two years, God has blessed with 21 baptisms and 
8 Professions of Faith. Today the congregation numbers 
around 230, including children. The church attributes this 
growth to the power of the Holy Spirit as the members 
pray and work together. The members meet at 7 a.m. each 
Sabbath morning for prayer.

Church facility and grounds improvements have provided 
recreational areas for soccer, volleyball, badminton, 
basketball, and table tennis. Friendship-building games 
invite fellowship and interaction with the community.

During the summer of 2019, the church hosted Youth 
Evangelism and Preaching Training in partnership with Ignite 
Indiana and SALT It Is Written School of Evangelism. More 
than 50 youth attended the training with 80% graduating 
from the program. 

Zomi SDA Indianapolis and Pastor Lian Pau’s Ministry

In the Fall of 2016, a group of 30 Zomi refugees began 
meeting for worship services. With God’s blessing, current 
attendance numbers around 100. The group is now a church 
company, and God has blessed with 12 baptisms and 25 
Professions of Faith over the last two years. Recently, the 
congregation moved to their current location in Greenfield  
where they feel blessed to have a worship place of their own. 
They are active in ministry through revival and evangelistic 
meetings, giving Bible studies, and evangelistic training for 
members.  

Hope Adventist Company of Southside SDA Church and Pastor Samuel Ngala’s Ministry

In 2010, newly arrived refugee families began meeting at Southside SDA Church. Having fled war, persecution, 
and oppression, this group was made up of different language groups from Burma (Myanmar). With the love, 
support, and kindness shown by the Southside SDA Church, the Lord transformed this church plant into a 
church-planting congregation and has been blessed with 8 baptisms and 25 Professions of Faith in the past 
two years.

Twice-yearly revival meetings strengthen the faith of the members who then put their faith and beliefs into 
practice by holding yearly evangelistic meetings. The youth of the church have been tremendously blessed 
by ministering to other refugee and immigrant populations in Indianapolis with a yearly VBS program. For the 
past four summers the congregation has mentored a student pastoral intern. 

May 29 - June 1, 2019, the refugee and immigrant congregations from Indiana and across the North American 
Division (NAD) hosted the NAD Myanmar Multilingual Adventist Convention at Timber Ridge Camp. More 
than 500 people attended the convention and learned different ways to grow spiritually and reach out to 
other people with the good news. 

In order to grow and expand more, Hope Adventist congregation is in need of a church building. Please 
remember them in your prayers.

Karen-Burmese Church Plant of Fort Wayne First SDA Church 
and Pastor Samuel Ngala’s Ministry

Since January 2019, Pastor Sam, his wife Eh Paw Thaung, and 
their young daughter Elis have been pastoring, nurturing, and 
mentoring the Karen-Burmese congregation in Fort Wayne. 
FAST Discipleship mentoring programs are provided on Friday 
evenings and Adventist beliefs classes on Sabbath afternoons. 
Revival meetings were held September 1–7, 2019.  Weekly 
attendance has increased from 27 people to currently more than 
40. In the past two years, the Lord has blessed this church plant 
with 8 baptisms. 

There is a need for more laborers who can fluently speak, teach, 
and preach in the heart languages of the refugees and for easily 
accessible spiritual resources in their languages. Please keep this 
ministry in your prayers.

REFUGEE 
MINISTRIES

MID-TERM REPORT
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Samuel Ngala
Pastor, Indiana Conference



Victor Jaeger
Associate Ministerial Director

Hispanic Ministries Coordinator

Evangelism Harvest meetings: all Hispanic 
churches 

Pastor Appreciation Day 

Youth Retreat 

Lay Leader training: North Zone

Hispanic Marriage Retreat: North Zone 
(South Bend) 

Thanksgiving breakfast: all Hispanic 
churches

Lay Leader training: Central Zone 

Lay Leader Training: South Zone  
(Huntingburg) 

Lay Leader training: Indianaplis Central 
Church with Alejandro Bullon 

Evangelistic meeting in Indianapolis with 
Robert Costa

Caravan of Evangelism with Alejandro Bullon

HISPANIC 
MINISTRIES

MID-TERM REPORT

Oct. 5-26

Oct. 26

Nov. 9-10

Nov. 16

Nov. 22-23

Nov. 28

Nov. 30

Dec. 7

Dec. 18

Apr. 18-25

Jun. 13-20

od has blessed us richly these past 
three years. We thank our Hispanic 

congregations, members and leaders, and 
pastors for what they have contributed to our 
conference during that time.

Our growth has been consistent for the past 
few years, and we are happy to report that 
our Hispanic membership in the Indiana 
Conference is 1,882 members. Our department 
oversees 27 churches and companies. All 
these congregations are led by a fervent team 
of seven pastors. In the last three years, more 
than 300 people in Hispanic communities 
gave their lives to Jesus, which is an increase 
in baptisms of 4.23 percent compared to the 
previous three-year period.  This represents 
an annual average growth of 23.37 percent. 
This year, we are focusing on the GPS for Life 
- VIDA program that we hope will mobilize 
approximately 85 small groups in evangelism.

We continue to collaborate with the 
Evangelism and Ministerial Departments to 
train our members in evangelism. This year in 
September our Hispanic department started a 
training school for lay leaders in coordination 
with Andrews University (SAL) Latin American 
Seminary which trains people in areas such as 
Bible Instructor and Preaching certifications.

Finally, we thank God for the conference 
leadership team and economic support.  The 
Hispanic Ministries Department looks forward 
to making even greater gains during the next 
two years.
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Victor Jaeger
Hispanic Coordinator

Associate Ministerial Director
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EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT

MID-TERM REPORT

Providing a solid Christian education requires a delicate 
balance between the much needed academic rigor and 

the faith-building experience that we desire all students 
to have. But providing an Adventist Christian education 
includes more than these two basic goals; it means preparing 
students for service in this world and for eternity. 

The Indiana Conference has made it a priority to teach 
students the joy of service through learning opportunities, a 
process referred to as “service-learning”. Although this is not 
a new concept, it is now a goal of the Education Department 
to help educate teachers to create these types of learning 
opportunities so that our students can be “serving, learning, 

and leading” in every aspect of life.

The new Encounter Bible curriculum is another 
strong part of our spiritual and academic program, 
providing opportunities for students to engage 

with Jesus Christ in personal and tangible 
ways while studying the beautiful stories in 

scripture. With the Bible as the textbook, 
our students are learning that they serve 
a Living God who longs to have their 
hearts and minds in sync with His. These 
“encounters with Jesus” were gathered 
this past year into a devotional book 
“for-students-by-students”. Copies of 
this devotional were distributed to 
all of our students in the hopes that 

hearing the experiences of others 
would help each reader to 

have a closer relationship 
with Jesus.   

Our Adventist schools 
across the state are 
engaging in new levels of 

technology integration as 
well. With the help of grant 

programs such as Versacare 
and private donors, our schools 

are preparing students for this 21st 
Century workforce by providing 

technology tools such as smartboards, 
smart tables, Chromebooks, and 
virtual reality instruments. Coding and 
robotics are being integrated into the 
programs at a few of our schools with 
more on the horizon.

The School Choice Program has been a blessing for those students attending 
our Indiana Adventist Schools, but it doesn’t come without its share 
of strings. Testing, reporting, and accountability grades are real 
components of the program that must be complied with. As 
time goes on and we face increasing challenges, we will 
look to God’s leading for the best ways to 
be fiscally responsible and ever faithful to 
the God that we serve.

As is always the case in Adventist 
Education, enrollment ebbs and flows as 
demographics, church growth, support, 
and commitment on the part of families 
and churches affect how we are able to 
function. Over the course of the past 
three years, we have lost a church-hosted 
homeschool facility, remodeled and 
started a new school, and for this current 
school year are now suspending the operations at two 
one-room schools to see if they can be feasibly operated in 
the future. Marketing the wonderful benefits of a one-room school 
education is consistently a challenge for Adventist Education.

The Indiana Conference began the 2019-2020 school year with 11 schools 
in operation scattered from the northernmost schools to our latest addition 
in Evansville, Indiana: Riverview Adventist Christian Academy. The growth 
of the Hispanic SDA population in this area and the financial start-up 
commitments on behalf of the Lake Union Conference, Indiana 
Conference, and other generous donors have brought this 
dream to fruition. This year they opened school with 17 
students, already showing growth from last year. 

God has been so good to the Indiana Conference as He 
continues to deliver his blessings in abundance. The Holy 
Spirit is thriving in our schools, making a powerful impact 
on the hearts and lives of many. It is by His bountiful mercy 
and grace that we will move forward into the future, giving 
it all to help educate His beautiful children for eternity.

Nicole Mattson
Former Superintendent of Education

Total enrollment:  
Total Elementary: 
Daycare/Preschool:  
Total Secondary: 

434
280
44
110

447
288
50
110

2018 2019

Nicole Mattson has accepted 
a call to the Arizona 
Conference of Seventh-day 
Adventists, to serve as 
Superintendent of Education.  
We are thankful for her 
faithful years of service 
to our teachers, students, 
and conference families.  
Tom and Renee Coffee, 
both experienced and well-
respected educators from 
the Michigan Conference, 
are currently serving 
as interim Education 
Superintendent and Associate 
Superintendent, respectively.  



INDIANA
ACADEMY

MID-TERM REPORT

practical curriculum and community service opportunities, 
we have also been intentional in improving the physical plant 
at Indiana Academy. Much of our Administration Building has 
been renovated, including the installment of a student center, 
and perhaps most excitingly, our Boys’ Dorms have now been 
completely renovated. Thanks to generous contributions from 
various individuals and the support of the Indiana Conference, 
we were able to install air conditioning, new flooring, remodeled 
bathrooms, and reconfigured floor plans in both of our Boys’ 
Dorm facilities.

Several other notable changes have occurred at Indiana 
Academy, both to the physical plant and to the academic 
program.  What remains constant is our desire for our students 
to grow closer to Jesus Christ.  Continued prayers and support of 
your Seventh-day Adventist high school are greatly appreciated.  
If you have any questions or would like to support your program 
in any way, please do not hesitate to contact us.

remains committed 
to the principles of Seventh-day Adventist education upon 
which it was founded. That our students be provided a high-
quality education, opportunities to put their education into 
practice, all in an environment intentionally designed so that 
they may develop a richer relationship with Jesus Christ; these 
are the foundations on which our program has been designed. 
Our chosen spiritual theme for the school year - “that I may 
know Him” - is taken from Philippians 3:10, and it is our prayer 
that through their time at Indiana Academy, our students will 
indeed better know Him.

We are blessed this year with an opening enrollment of 110 
students (average opening enrollment has been 118 over 

the past 5 years) and an adequate 
financial position for a school of 
our size. Approximately 70% of our 
students reside in the dorms with the 
remainder commuting daily from the 
surrounding community.

Having completed several training 
and seminar events, our teachers 
are actively integrating service-
learning into their content areas. 
This approach to teaching utilizes 
community needs and partnerships 
to facilitate a practical application 

of content knowledge so our students can put into action the 
theories they are being taught. As a result, our students have 
contributed to Indiana state water cleanliness data collection, 
annual education fairs, dental health clinics, and various 
other school improvement initiatives. Ellen White writes that, 
“every youth should be taught the necessity and the power of 
application. Upon this, far more than upon genius or talent, 
does success depend” (Education, p. 232).  And it is this concept 
of application that we want our students to better appreciate as 
they go through their educational journey at Indiana Academy.

We continue to provide our students relevant opportunities 
to serve their greater community outside of the classroom 
as well. Our Project 58 community service initiative annually 
provides approximately 3,500 hours of active service and 
outreach to the greater Hamilton County community. Each 
month our entire student body engages in outreach ranging 
from working at food banks and homeless shelters to baking 
cookies for local businesses and schools. With Matthew 25:40 
and Project 58’s namesake Isaiah 58 serving as theme texts, our 
students are given consistent opportunities to minister to the 
needs of those around them.

Beyond the emphasis we have placed on developing a strong, 

Indiana Academy

Steve Baughman
Indiana Academy Principal
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Educating the whole student 
to know and serve God in their 

community



Timber Ridge Camp is a small slice of heaven. It doesn’t matter 
when you visit, as soon as you drive onto the campgrounds, 
you sense something different. TRC is a place to put the world 
behind you, spend time in nature, and feel God’s presence.

Every year, over 50 summer camp staff members work at TRC.   
Mentoring is a strength of our camp program,  and this formula 
of camp ministry has developed young adults who are leaders 
in their chosen fields of work as well as in their local churches.

When summer camp is not in session, the constituents of 
Indiana Conference utilize TRC for weekend church campouts, 
Pathfinder and Adventurer weekends, and large events like our 
Hispanic camp meeting.

The TRC Planning Committee is working on a long-term plan to 
upgrade infrastructure and cabins, as the number of summer 
campers and staff members continues to rise.  

One of the biggest challenges in the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church is the record number of young adults who are walking 
away from the church.  To address this concern, a group of young 
adults from around the state met at the conference office for 
a day of fellowship, prayer, and planning earlier this year.  As a 
result, a concept called the Nomad Church was born.

Each quarter the core team of young adults invites attending 
and non-attending friends to a Nomad Church event.   So far, 
the Nomad Church has met in Anderson, Timber Ridge, and 
Brown County State Park, hoping to spark a renewed interest 
in a relationship with Jesus and a desire to return to their home 
church.   God is already blessing these efforts.  Please pray for 
this ongoing ministry!

Indiana Conference has invested deeply in the Youth/Young Adult Evangelism 
Congress.   The Indiana Youth Department has partnered with the Lake Union 
Conference (LUC) to plan and implement this highly successful event, in which 
attendees spend a weekend developing an evangelism plan of their own.  The 
Lake Union matches 50/50 with local churches to finance the evangelistic 
project. In 2018, $31,350.00 was passed down in matching funds from the union 
for outreach ministry right here in Indiana.  

We are blessed to have Pastor John Leis leading our Public Campus Ministry 
(PCM), which has resulted in a yearly gathering of students and student leaders 
from colleges around our state. The long-term plan is to open this event for our 
youth who attend public high schools.   John is working with Adventist Christian 
Fellowship and the North American Division to make Indiana University in 
Bloomington a center of spiritual influence.
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Charles Thompson
Youth  and Sabbath 
School Director

YOUTH & 
YOUNG ADULT  

MINISTRIES
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Timber Ridge Camp

Public Campus Ministry
Young Adult Ministry

Evangelism Congress



Running from door-to-door sharing truth-filled literature, digging 
deeper into God’s Word in daily worships, praying with heartbroken 
individuals, and bringing encouragement to local churches on 
Sabbath mornings definitely kept the Indiana Youth Rush 2019 
students very busy. This group of 22 dedicated students and 4 
leaders gave up a summer of leisure for the demands of sharing 
God’s truth on the front lines of the spiritual battle in Indiana. 
They chose to spend ten weeks of their summer advancing the 
Lord’s work and preparing 
for the 2020 General 
Conference 61st World 
Session. They distributed 
hundreds of copies of The 
Great Controversy, found 
numerous Bible study leads, 
and obtained $120,000 in 
literature donations. These 
young people touched 
thousands of peoples’ lives 
in Indianapolis, Columbus, 
New Albany, and Evansville 
areas; only eternity will fully 
show the results. Certainly, 
the Lord blessed this team 
of young people to make an 
impact for God in this sin-
darkened world!

The blessing of Indiana Youth Rush 2019 not only touched 
the citizens of Indiana, but it also touched the lives of the 22 
students who participated. Through canvassing, these young 
people learned to depend on God and to go to Him in prayer 
for the strength needed for each day. They developed the skills 
of persistence and hard work which will help train them to be 
leaders in the cause of God. 

The canvassing work is a great preparation for working for God—
through it the students are drawn closer to Jesus and experience a 
spiritual revival as they share the gospel with others. This summer 
three of these precious young people decided to rededicate their 
lives to God by re-baptism. Canvassing changes lives! 

Truly, the Lord worked mightily this summer, but the blessing 
doesn’t have to end here. Jesus desires to do even greater things 
as His people step out by faith. Preparations are being made to 
continue sharing Jesus through Indiana Youth Rush 2020. Please 
pray for the young people and leaders whom God will provide for 
this upcoming year, that they may do a mighty work in Indiana to 
prepare people for Jesus’ soon return. 

To learn more or to apply, please visit www.indyyouthrush.org 

INDIANA
YOUTH RUSH

Our Indiana Pathfinder organization is strong.   Because of the steady growth that has taken place, we are 
running out of room on Pathfinder Hill at our camp.  We are now expanding and building new campsites.  In 
addition, we have grown the number of area coordinators who serve on our Pathfinder Council, including the 
addition of four new Hispanic area coordinators.  

Over 550 Pathfinders and leaders  from Indiana participated in the International Pathfinder Camporee in 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin, which is the largest Adventist youth event in the world. 

God continues to bless our annual Youth Rally, which is planned with input from several students and pastors 
from around our conference.  Throughout the years, 500-600 youth and young adults attend a day of praise, 
hearing God’s word, and fellowship with others from around the conference.  The day ends with a performance 
by the Andrews University gymnastics team, the Gymnics.

This yearly event of spiritual programming, camping, and mountain biking combines worship and praise, 
opening God’s word and spending time in God’s beautiful creation. In an age where young people are sitting 
in front of screens or devices more than they ever have, this event gets them moving and encourages them to 
make active living a part of their life.

The Indiana Conference Sabbath School Department has developed yearly Sabbath School Workshops, offered 
in both Spanish and English, that provide training for Vacation Bible School and for teachers of both youth and 
adult Sabbath school classes.  In addition, our conference Sabbath School Department assists the Lake Union 
Children’s Ministry in planning an annual union-wide children’s ministries convention, held in Berrien Springs, 
Michigan. 
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Thomas Clark
Youth  Rush Director
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Youth Rally

Pathfinders

Brown County Blowout

Sabbath School

http://www.indyyouthrush.org
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Families Served

Indiana Conference

Indiana Churches & Schools

TOTALS

5 13 14 9

$33,000.00

$5,021.78

$38,021.78

$9,012.39

$10,898.00

$19,910.39

$160.45

$5,397.35

$5,557.80

$5,165.10

$240,000.00

$245,165.10

Trusts2 5 7 4

Trust Restatements or Amendments6 1 2

Wills or Codicils10 18 23 9

Personal Property Memorandums

Advance Directives1

TOTAL

2

28

48

60

84

63

93

27

42

Since our last constituency meeting, we 
have served Indiana members as follows:

2016

2016

2017

2017

2018

2018

2019

2019

(to date)

(to date)

lanned Giving & Trust Services serves the mission of 
our church by assisting our members and their legal 

counsel in the preparation of estate plan documents.  By the 
grace of God, our members strive to be faithful managers of 
God’s assets in life.  We assist our members in being faithful 
managers of God’s assets in death.  It is a privilege to serve 
our members as they provide for their families and for those 
areas of God’s work that are important to them.

The Indiana Conference Planned Giving & Trust Services 
Department has maintained the General Conference/North 
American Division’s highest possible accreditation of “A” 
for many years.  Our trust-certified Indiana Planned Giving 
& Trust Services personnel are:  Vialo Weis, Director; Mark 
Eaton, Treasurer; and Beth Bartlett, Administrative Assistant.  
Our Assistant Treasurer, Noma Mpofu, is completing her 
training to become trust-certified.

Since our last constituency 
meeting, the following 
distributions and bequests 
have been made:

he Indiana Association of Seventh-day Adventists, 
Inc. is our non-profit corporation established under 

Seventh-day Adventist® church policy to serve the mission 
of our church in many ways.

First, the Association works closely with the Planned Giving & 
Trust Services Department, serving as trustee and successor 
trustee for trusts, as personal representative for wills, as 
attorney-in-fact for powers of attorney, and as non-profit 
corporate pass-through entity for charitable distributions 
from trusts and bequests from wills.

Second, the Association holds title to all our church-related 
real property in Indiana.  This protects the valuable property 
on which our churches, our schools, our youth camp, and 
other entities are located for the mission of the church. 

Third, the Association works with all of our church entities 
to protect them with the proper insurance, to review 
contracts to make sure our church entities are protected, 
and to protect our children, a most precious resource, when 
individuals convicted of felonies against children attend our 
churches.

Fourth, the Association works with all our church entities 
providing consulting services, contracts where our facilities 
are rented to others, and other legal matters.

he Public Affairs and Religious Liberty Department 
(PARL) serves the mission of our church to advocate for, 

promote, and guard the religious liberties guaranteed to us 
under the Bill of Rights.  

Much of our work deals with helping our members with 
Sabbath accommodations in the workplace.  Thankfully, 
most of the time we are successful.  The North American 
Division took the case of one of our members who refused 
to work on Sabbath.  We are happy to report that in the past 
year this case was settled for our member, and this member 
is back at work.

Assisting our pastors in securing alternate test days for students in their churches who have 
standardized tests scheduled on Sabbath,

Working with cities with unconstitutional ordinances that refuse to allow our student literature 
evangelists to go door-to-door without a solicitor’s permit, 

Working with our pastors and their members who wish to leave labor unions, in harmony with the 
teachings of Scripture and the Spirit of Prophecy, and

Working with the Lake Union PARL Department and our pastors to promote the religious liberty 
campaign in each of our churches.  

Other responsibilities of the PARL Department include:

1Advance Directives include:  
Living Wills, Appointment of 
Health Care Representatives/
Health Care Durable Powers 
of Attorney, General Durable 
Powers of Attorney, and 
Addendums to General 
Durable Powers of Attorney.

INDIANA 
ASSOCIATION OF 

SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTISTS, INC.

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
AND RELIGIOUS 

LIBERTY

MID-TERM REPORT

MID-TERM REPORT

Vialo Weis, Jr.
Planned Giving & Trust Services Director
Public Affairs and Religious Liberty Director
Stewardship Director
Association Secretary
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amp meeting has been a strong and wonderful 
tradition here in Indiana for many generations. We see 

it as a valuable piece of who we are and hope to continue to 
offer this enriching experience until Jesus returns. As we look 
ahead, the investment and renovations of our campground 
are an important part of that future. Furthermore, with the 
privilege of hosting the 2020 General Conference session, 
plans are in place to accomplish these goals in readiness for 
the session and future camp meetings.

To date, these updates have included: 

CAMPGROUND 
UPDATE

Camp Meeting: An Indiana 
Tradition and Vision

We would like to say “thank you” to our Camp Meeting Campground 
Committee for their work on this project, and to our conference leadership 
and Executive Committee, as well as our constituents, for valuing and 
prioritizing this need. If you would like to contribute to this initiative 
please contact Mark Eaton, Secretary-Treasurer, at the conference office. 

Removal of old overhead 30-amp electrical service
Expanded individual site sizes to accommodate modern RVs
Installation of new underground 50-amp electrical service
Installation of new water and sewer lines for 39 RV sites
Water and sewer installed for a future 4th row of RV sites 

Ongoing portions of the project to be completed before the General Conference session:

A first pod of 7 cabins (2 doubles and 3 singles):
 Indiana Academy students are helping to build one cabin.
Removal of the three west rows of old tent pads, for a cleaner look and better access
New LED security lighting and serviced electrical for remaining tent/pop up area
Addition of level gravel RV sites that connect to the access road
Installation of new 50-amp boxes for a future fourth row of RVs
Leveling of the fourth row RV area. This grassy overflow area will be used for tents and small RVs

Installation of an A/C system in the gymnasium 

Reworking of our RV area camping:

STEWARDSHIP
MID-TERM REPORT

he Stewardship Department serves the mission of our 
church by working with our pastors and churches in 

providing stewardship materials, presentations, and training 
to encourage our members to be faithful in returning their 
tithes and offerings to God through His church.

We thank God for the faithfulness of our members.  In our 
Conference Treasurer’s report on page 7, you can see a chart 
of our members’ faithfulness in the tithes and other offerings 
returned to God.  It is important to remember that these 
figures do not reflect additional offerings on the part of our 
members for local church ministries.

The Stewardship and the Planned Giving & Trust Services 
Departments work closely together.  The Stewardship 

Department focuses on present giving to God’s work 
while the Planned Giving & Trust Services Department 

focuses on supporting God’s work in the future.
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As we look forward to the coming of Jesus, let us 
remember the following counsel from the 

Lord’s Messenger:  “I was shown that it 
is the will of God that the saints should 
cut loose from every encumbrance 
before the time of trouble comes, and 

make a covenant with God through 
sacrifice. If they have their property 

on the altar, and earnestly inquire 
of God for duty, He will teach them 

when to dispose of these things. 
Then they will be free in the time 
of trouble, and have no clogs to 

weigh them down.”
Counsels on Stewardship, p. 59.
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Aaron Clark
Pastor, Cicero SDA Church 



October

Oct. 19  

Oct. 25-27 

Oct. 25-28          

November

Nov. 1-3

Nov. 12 

Nov. 23     

   

Nov. 27-29

December

Dec. 6-8 

Dec.  14 

Dec. 20-Jan. 3

Adult Sabbath School Workshop-
Kokomo SDA Church

Public Campus Ministries Retreat-
TRC

IA Fall Break

Pathfinder/Adventurer Leadership 
Training Weekend-TRC

Central Zone Prayer Meeting, 7 pm 
- Indianapolis Southside SDA  
Church

Your Best Pathway to Health Expo 
Rally, 4 pm - Embassy Suites, Indy 
West Side         

Thanksgiving Break-No School; 
Conference Office Closed

Journey to Bethlehem-Cicero SDA 
Church

Night of Hope Music Program-IA/
Cicero SDA Church 

IA Christmas Break

Too often, we tell only 
the same few stories 
from Adventist history, 
yet our history is deep 
and wide and full of 
stories we never tell 

because we don’t remember them. These are 
extraordinary stories, of dedicated missionaries 
who risked their lives—but did so because they had 
put their lives in the hands of the Holy Spirit. They 
were willing to risk danger, deprivation, disease 
and death so that the prophetic messages of the 
angels of Revelation 14 might be proclaimed, 
that this church might be built and Jesus lifted up 
around the world. These ordinary women and men 
are the makers of the modern, worldwide Adventist 
Church. Their committed spirit is what the church 
needs now: the spirit that says, “whatever my 
age or circumstances, I will take responsibility for 
sharing Jesus with those who have never heard of 
him. I will go.” Seventh-day Adventists must again 
be willing to offer our bodies as living sacrifices.  
$14.99.

For more information contact the Indiana 
Conference at 317.844.6201
www.indysda.org

To subscribe to Hoosier Happenings 
e-newsletter, send a request to 
HoosierHappenings@indysda.org

EVENTS
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